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PARISH of COBHAM & LUDDESDOWNE with DODE 

Priest-in-Charge – The Rev’d Canon Alyson Davie 

For Funeral enquiries please contact Alyson Phone no. 01474-812068    

email:-  alyson@stjohnsmeopham.co.uk 

(Rest Day: Friday) 

Associate Priest – The Rev’d Pam Davies 

For Wedding, Baptism and all other enquiries please contact Pam 

The Vicarage, Battle Street, Cobham, Kent. DA12 3DB 

Phone no 01474-394515  email:- rev.pamdavies@sky.com (NB new number) 

(Current work days are Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday) 

Pastoral assistant 

Janet Weaver, 36 Highview, Vigo Village, DA13 0RR (01732) 823936 

Church Office  Phone no. 01474 813495 

Church Officers of St. Mary Magdalene, Cobham 

Lay Chair                   Hilary Savage  

Churchwarden                      Hilary Savage                (01634) 723027                         

PCC Secretary                      Ron Chamberlain         (01474) 814250 

Treasurer                              Jeffrey Julie-Rusz   07946 249021 

Deanery Synod                      Hilary Savage 
 

Church Officers St Peter and St. Paul, Luddesdowne 
 

Lay Chair        Colin Campbell 

Treasurer        Janet Weaver                      (01732) 823936 

 

Parochial Church Council Members 

Cobham                                         Luddesdowne 

Peter Balanck                                             Jill Beety  

Ron Chamberlain                                       Colin Campbell   

Ann Clarke                                                Sue Campbell 

David Palmer                                      Janet Weaver 

     

SUBMISSIONS Cobham and Luddesdowne News is a community  

magazine produced by and for the residents of Cobham, Sole Street and  

Luddesdowne.  
Please send material for inclusion by the 15th of the month  

preceding publication to editorialcln@gmail.com 

 
Cover photograph  Adrian Whiteing (Orchards between 
Sole Street and Cobham). 

Printed by Wested Logistics Limited  01474 361615  
sales@westedpress.com  

mailto:alyson@stjohnsmeopham.co.uk
mailto:rev.pamdavies@sky.com
mailto:sales@westedpress.com
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I do hope you are loving the summer; enjoying holidays, days out or just 

relaxing in the garden! 

 

You may notice that your magazine has grown slightly, this is due to an  

increase in people advertising with us.  To ensure our magazine does not 

become one big advertisement I have added some pages and hope to fill 

them, with your help, with interesting snippets of parish news and stories. 

 

This month will see many of you taking time away with friends and family, 

but for those of us here for August there are some fundraising events  

taking place including the Sole Street table sale on 20th August and  

Cobham Church is opening to serve tea and cake on the 28th August  

(Bank holiday). 

A trip to Windsor is also being organised see details on p.32. 

 

Best wishes 

Tina 

 

Cobham Hall 

open to the public. 

 

On: Sunday 27th August 2023 

House open: 2pm-last tour 4pm 

 

Entrance price: £6.50 

 

Cream teas with homemade 

cakes and scones available at  

extra cost. 

 

No need to book, just turn up. 

  

Forthcoming  

TWO WOMEN  
music events 

 

14 September BOWIESQUE 

12 October   

FIL STRAUGHAN 

9 November 

FLEETWOOD BAC 

30 November  

ABBA Revival 
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A letter from the vicar 

Dear Friends, 

‘You're more than a number.’ That was a clever slogan BT came up with some 

years ago, but I found it hard to believe then and even harder now. When 

you deal with an organisation of any size these days your name is seldom of 

much use or interest to them – they’re unable to do anything for you until 

you come up with a number 

It's sometimes quite hard to work out which number is the one they need. 

The big number across the middle? The product number? The serial num-

ber? Your account number? The invoice number? Your customer reference 

number? The number at the bottom of the address label?... Or the one at 

the top? 

To be fair, modern computer systems, which of course are the reason for 

this number-hunger, do give a much improved and speedier service. But you 

have to play it their way; and we all know that when The system is down, 

no business can be done, no appointments made, and no queries an-

swered... It's all or nothing. I'm not fooled by those fake ‘personalised let-

ters’: They’re entirely mechanical, of course. The printed signature always 

gives them away. 

The height - or rather the depth - of impersonality was an experience I had 

in a local housing office a number of years ago. At no point did the clerk ask 

my name and before it was my turn I heard her on the phone saying, “I've 

got (52 Woods Rd) here referring to the gentleman standing in front of me 

in the queue. 

Is there anything we can do about it? Probably very little beyond trying to 

set a good example by using people’s names ourselves. I try to do this with 

people I talk to and if I can't remember their name I ask them what their 

name is. It’s better to always know what a person’s name is. 

Cont’d on page 5 
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But what I'm so thankful for is that to God every one of us really does 

matter. We are all names to him even though he's got far more people in 

his database then the largest PLC. 

 

The part of the Bible that brings this home to me more than any other is 

Psalm 139. Do read it sometime. We're told there that God knows what 

we're doing, what we're thinking, where we've been and where we're 

going. He knew us even before we were born, for indeed he formed us in 

the womb. His is the most perfect knowledge imaginable. All that would 

be pretty scary, even terrifying, if we did not also know that God's love 

towards us is just as perfect. 

 

When I feel numberised and belittled, I can be heartened as I remember 

that to God our Father who loves his children and knows them by name 

as to him each one of us is special and unique.  To God, the God who 

created us and loves us, you are certainly not a number. 

Yours very sincerely 

Pam 

The Revd Pam Davies 
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LUDDESDOWNE CHURCH  

 

open on Saturday 9th September 

from 10am to 4pm  

Come and see this rural church with its 

unique wall paintings  

www.cobham-luddesdowne.org  
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SOLE STREET WI 
 
 

 

Our members have been so relaxed benefitting from the fine weather 

and going on holiday that this summer’s WI programme is proceeding at 

a very leisurely pace. The hot weather during June encouraged the Craft 

Group to continue working on the memory quilt to progress their indi-

vidual patchwork pieces at home but we are resuming assembly on 

Wednesday afternoons in the St Mary’s Church Room. 

 

One of our speakers had to cancel but we were delighted that we were 

able to secure at short notice the team from “Fancy Tat” who gave us a 

talk on creating new & practical products by upcycling pre-loved and ne-

glected stuff. We were shown how to salvage unwanted objects from 

unique or limited materials like old vinyl records and turn them into a 

fruit bowl or tiered cake-stand so they could be re-used. We had a 

demonstration on how to cut old glass bottles and upcycle into a storm 

lantern base and ornamental bell. Old computer discs were revamped 

into storage pots; used bottle tops into novelty cufflinks. We all soon 

recognised the potential in everyday objects and the benefit to the envi-

ronment of creative recycling instead of discarding. 

 

Our August meeting is by tradition held privately in a member’s garden. 

Our ladies bring home made cakes and on this occasion a special birth-

day cake. Sparkling glasses of fruity Pimms and cups of English tea are 

also the order of the day. We have a sales table for plants etc. and our 

monthly raffle. It has also been decided that we will organise sales at an-

other Christmas Fair on the third week in November this year and mem-

bers will be contributing their ideas. 

 

Weekly walks continue on Tuesdays with our steadfast team meeting up 

in Jeskyns car park.  

 

Our speaker on Tuesday 26th September (7.30pm in St Mary’s Church 

Room) will be Dee Larcombe on the subject “Living and Working in  

India”. Visitors and prospective new members are always given a warm 

welcome. For further information on all our activities please telephone 

our President, Yvonne 01474 813455. 

 

Molly Isaacs 
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Complete Family Law Ltd is a modern and  

innovative law firm based in north Kent. We can  

offer appointments at our offices, via remote  

methods including Zoom or telephone, with home 

visits also available. 

 

With our friendly team of expert Solicitors  

and Legal Executives, 

Complete Family Law can assist with:  

 
· Divorce 

· Wills and Probate 

· Financial Applications 

· Children Issues and Applications 

· Disputes between unmarried couples  

· Family Law Act Applications (Injunctions)  

· Disputes within the wider family 

· Lasting Powers of Attorney 

 

0330 223 2016 (Brasted & Cobham)  

 0330 223 2018 (Otford) 

 

info@completefamilylawltd.co.uk  

www.completefamilylawltd.co.uk 

 

Advertisement 
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THE  TUESDAY  POP-IN 

 
Meetings are held at the Leather Bottle on the second  

Tuesday of the month from 10.30 till 12 noon; all are 

welcome to join us for a relaxed chat and coffee. 

Next pop-in Tuesday  8th August. 

CONTACT: MARY PALMER - 01474 816788  
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Oakwood Garden Care 

Your reliable gardening service 

Does your garden need some TLC? Would you like to sit back and enjoy 

your garden without having to do all the hard work? 

 

Your garden is precisely that, “yours” . 

We listen to our customers and tailor each project to their individual 

needs and requirements. We are a small, family run business who pride 

ourselves on offering a high quality garden service - whether you need us 

for a one-off job, or would like to book us for a regular maintenance 

program? The choice is yours. 

 

Competitive rates with prices starting from as little as £20 per hour. 

All work undertaken including: 

And much more - no job is considered too small 

For a free quote, please call 07709 328 979 

We are available week days, weekends and even Bank Holidays 

Email: oakwoodgardencare@gmail.com   www.oakwoodgardencare.co.uk 
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THE MEADOW ROOM 

COBHAM 

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

Hire rates start at £36.50 for a session 

Contact us or visit the website for full 

details 

Discount for parish residents 

For bookings, call  

01474 815319   

Or email 

bookings@meadowroom.org.uk 

www.meadowroom.org.uk   

Registered Charity No 228007 

For Hire 

 

St Mary’s  

Church Room  

Sole Street 

 £6 per hour  

Use of small Kitchen 

Bookings and Enquiries  

01474 814560 
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Fundraising Event 

Why not declutter at the Sole Street Sale Trail ? (Garage/Boot Fair) 

on Sunday, 20th August.  

 
Tabletop Sales can be held at individual houses or perhaps you’d prefer 

to join with neighbours to make a Marketplace.  I can offer space at Sole 

Street House. 

  

There will be a charge of £10.00, towards LFG funds, for each partici-

pant, however anyone who is donating the proceeds of their sale to the 

LFG will not need to pay the £10. 

  

Family tickets with a route map will be on sale at St. Mary’s Church 

Room. 

Contact me on 01474 814560/07557 990944/surowe42@gmail.com 

 

Su Rowe 

 

Luddesdown & District Rights of Way Group. 
We are a small friendly group that usually walks from The Cock Inn, 

Henley Street, Luddesdown, Gravesend DA13 0XB, at 11am on 

Wednesdays. We walk at a gentle pace for some 90 minutes in beautiful 

countryside.  Occasionally we lead weekend walks.  

With four Socials a year in Luddesdown Village Hall and a twice yearly 

Newsletter, we would be delighted if you joined us for a walk or 

two.  Becoming a member costs £7 per person a year. 

 Please contact Walks Co-ordinator Janet Ferguson, preferably by 

email janetferguson@hotmail.fr . Or Chairman Gerry Minister on 

 01474 813 376. 

mailto:janetferguson@hotmail.fr
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Professional Domestic Cleaning 

Services 

Are you a busy mum?  

Working long hours?  

Just need extra help? 

Give us a call for reliable  

DBS checked staff and  

fully insured service! 

07545 455742 

sophie@capablecleaners.co.uk 

 www.capablecleaners.co.uk 

2023 Open Season –   

OWLETTS 

 

Owletts opens its doors 

and garden to visitors 

on the 1st Sunday of 

every month from April 

to Sept, 11am -5pm. 
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North Kent Embroiderers 

Hello Everyone,  

Our last meeting was well attended despite the roadworks in Dale Road 

which did their best to confuse some of us!  

We welcomed our speaker Nikki Fairhurst 

www.needleworkbynikki.co.uk who told us about 

her needleworking journey which she entitled ‘out 

of adversity comes opportunity’ Nikki told us how 

she came from a family of stitchers. As a child she 

learnt how to sew and to make her own clothes 

to the amazement of her teacher at school who 

thought her mother had done Nikki’s stitching for 

her. After school Nikki trained as a community 

pharmacist and worked as such for many years until a stroke of adversity 

caused her to rethink this. She took some time out and began to develop 

her kits which she now sells online. 

Nikki loves all sorts of techniques, basically anything which involves a needle 

and thread. Her skills cover goldwork, crewelwork, canvaswork, quilting, 

ribbon embroidery, bead embroidery, Mountmellick (a style of floral white-

work embroidery) etc. etc.  

More recently she has been training at the Royal School of Needlework on 

their ‘Future Tutors’ programme where she received an award for being 

top student and in 2023 she was invited to be part of the Embroidery Stu-

dio team at the RSN who worked on a number of items for the Coronation 

of Their Majesties King Charles III and Queen Camilla.  

Nikki’s story was truly an inspira-

tion showing how, with determina-

tion she succeeded in turning her 

hobby into a fulfilling career.  

In the pictures you can see one of 

Nikki’s kits (top) and a triptych 

piece that she completed as part of 

her training at the RSN.  

If you would like to join our group or would just like to find out a bit more 

about us then please pay us a visit - look at our website https://

northkentembroiderers.co.uk/                                                                      

or email us at: info@northkentembroiderers.co.uk                                                                                

or contact our Chairman, Eileen on 01474 324734  

Happy stitching, Karen 

Photographs used with permission 

http://www.needleworkbynikki.co.uk
https://northkentembroiderers.co.uk/
https://northkentembroiderers.co.uk/
mailto:info@northkentembroiderers.co.uk
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BELL RINGING by Peter Hartley   
 

Having advised The King of the Cobham bells celebration of the Coronation we 

ringers have now received a letter and card from Buckingham Palace. The printed 

card is decorated with the attractive border of illustrations of nature used on the 

Coronation Invitations. It has a photograph of Their Majesties crowned, together 

with a printed message and the signatures of The King and Queen. Also included 

was a letter which says – 

 

‘The King has asked me to thank you for your letter in which you shared the 

news of the ringing and changes that were carried out in honour of Their Majes-

ties’ Coronation on Saturday, 6th May. 

It heartened The King to hear that all the bell ringers of St. Mary Magdalene 

Church participated in general ringing and changes in honour of this special day. 

His Majesty was especially touched to learn that a quarter peal of Grandsires 

Doubles rang on Sunday, 7th May, in further loyal support for The King and The 

Queen. 

Thank you, once again, for taking the time to write to His Majesty, who would 

have me convey his warmest thanks and good wishes to you all.’ 

 

We bell ringers enjoy keeping the ringing tradition going despite the decline in 

parish worship. We ring for Coronations and family occasions as requested. This 

year I have rung at a Shorne funeral for a ringer and at Meopham for Mary 

Bagshawe’s Thanksgiving Service. Church Weddings are infrequent these days but 

so far in 2023 I have rung at Cliffe and Meopham Weddings. I am booked to ring 

at three Weddings at Milton-next-Gravesend and the happy news is that a  

Cobham Wedding approaches. 

 

Always ready to turn to Charles Dickens I rejoice in the account of the Wedding 

of Little Dorrit and Arthur Clennam – 

 

‘They all gave place when the signing was done, and Little Dorrit and her husband 

walked out of the church alone. They paused for a moment on the steps of the 

portico, looking at the fresh perspective of the street in the autumn morning 

sun’s bright rays, and then went down. 

Went down into a modest life of usefulness and happiness. 

They went quietly down into the roaring streets, inseparable and blessed; and as 

they passed along in sunshine and shade, the noisy and the eager, and the arro-

gant and the forward and the vain, fretted and chafed, and made their usual up-

roar.’   

 

That marvellous Higham author describes that magical moment when every bride 

and groom walks out of the church into the world as husband and wife with all 

joy and hope. High up in the church tower this ringer pulls his bell rope and we 

band of ringers peal the bells with more joy sending the happy couple on their 

way in love into the future. 
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COBHAM & LUDDESDOWN W.I.  

 

 

 

Our June meeting saw the return of Stuart Robinson, who gave the second 
part of his fascinating and informative talk about “Curiosities of the City of 
London”. We learned, for instance, how the square mile was founded by 
the Romans and he showed us pictures of the London Stone – the oldest 
relic in the city, which could be over a thousand years old. He told us how 
in 1450 Jack Cade, who took part in a peasant’s revolt, struck the stone 
with his sword and appointed himself Mayor and how the revolt had ended 
in a bloody battle on London Bridge. We also saw how streets had changed 
their names (e.g. Candlewick Street became Canon Street) and how differ-
ent shop signs had been used to make it clear to illiterate people exactly 
what businesses were carried out there, such as the three balls of the 
pawnbroker’s sign and the red and white stripes on the barbers’ poles.  
 
July saw one of the highlights of our year, when the committee members 
act as hostesses for our annual strawberry tea. A good time was had by all, 
with, in addition to delicious strawberries from Broadditch Farm Shop, we 
enjoyed home made cakes and scones, including Jean Horgan’s now legend-
ary fresh cream meringues and the ladies who were at the table that 
scored most points in the quiz received Smarties as a prize, because they 
were! We were delighted to see so many of our members and visitors.  
 

Two lucky members won bursaries, which are awarded each year, and last 

year’s winners were there to tell us how they had used theirs.  

 
We do not have a meeting in August, although some of our ‘groups’ will 
continue to meet at various venues. Our next meeting will therefore be at 
2pm on Wednesday 6th September in The Meadow Room, when Sue Cam-
eron will be giving a talk entitled “Magic of the Pyjama Fairies”. Visitors are 
always welcome at our meetings and there will only be a small charge to 
cover the cost of refreshments. We meet on the first Wednesday of each 
month, except August.  
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Cobham, Luddesdowne and Sole Street 

Church Services during  August 

 

 

 

Sunday 6th August 

10:30am Family Service, Cobham 

 

Sunday 13th August 

10:30am Holy Communion (BCP), Luddesdowne 

 

Sunday 20th August 

10:30am Holy Communion, Cobham 

 

Sunday 27th August 

10:30am Holy Communion, Luddesdowne 

 

Midweek services in Sole Street Church Room 

There will be no midweek services during August 
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Cobham’s Register 

 

Funeral 

Peter David ROBERTS was born on the 22nd January 1937 and died on 

the 11th May 2023 aged 86 years old. Peter’s funeral took place on the 8th 

June 2023 in Cobham church followed by burial in the churchyard. The ser-

vice was conducted by our Priest-in-Charge The Rev’d Canon Alyson  

DAVIE.  

Our sympathy and prayers go to Peter’s daughter Kirsten and son John, 

family and friends. 

 

Walter Charles COLLINGS also known as Wally was born on the 

23rd April 1927 and died on the 22nd May 2023 aged 96 years old. Walter’s 

funeral took place on the 14th June 2023 in Cobham church followed by 

burial in the churchyard. The service was conducted by Licensed Reader 

from Ash, Alison HARDING 

Our sympathy and prayers go to Walter’s son Norman and daughter Janet, 

family and friends. 

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

Other funerals 

John Arthur Dunn LATCHAM was born on the 19th March 1940 and 

died on the 14th May 2023 aged 83 years old. John’s funeral, ‘A celebration 

of his life’, took place on the 1st June 2023 at Thames View Crematorium. 

The service was conducted by Licensed Reader from Ash, Alison  

HARDING 

Our sympathy and prayers go to John’s wife Anne, his family and friends. 

 

Edith Mary BAGSHAWE known as Mary was born on the 24th May 

1929 and died on the 12th May 2023 at the age of 93 years old. Mary’s fu-

neral took place on the 12th June 2023 at Thames View Crematorium in the 

morning and a service of Thanksgiving of her life at St John the Baptist 

Church Meopham in the afternoon. The services were conducted by our 

Priest-in-Charge The Rev’d Canon Alyson DAVIE.  

Our sympathy and prayers go to Mary’s son’s William, James and John,  

family and friends. 
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The Ancient Lanes of England 

 

 
The ancient lanes of England 

May wend their winding way 

From who knows where to Goodness 

knows 

 

To ‘where are we today?’ 

Twixt walls of ancient stonework 

O’er hills and valleys steep 

The ancient lanes of England 

Their grassy way they keep. 

  

The ramblers now of England 

May walk each stony street, 

And think, as they are rambling 

Of all those ancient feet 

That trod those lanes of England 

On each succeeding day 

From where they lived to where they 

worked 

They trod their working way. 

  

Those ancient lanes of England 

As vital, in their day 

As rail tracks or aircraft routes 

Or any motorway! 

From farms they brought their produce 

Their cereals and grains 

Their cattle, milk, and butter too 

Along those grassy lanes. 

  

By Nigel Beeton 
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IT Solutions Kent Ltd 

IT Support –  

CCTV - Networking 

0333 050 2446 

support@itsk.co.uk 

COBHAM TREE  
SURGERY 

All aspects of work undertaken 

Tall & Dangerous Trees 

Hedge trimming 

£5 million Public liability insurance 

Most waste organically recycled 

Call for a free quotation: 

07789261474 

Stuart@cobhamtreesurgery.co.uk 

WWW.COBHAMTREESURGERY.CO.UK 

KCC TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNINGS   

10.30 – 12.00 Everyone is welcome  

 

Day     Organisation                     Contact    

 

10th August              Fundraiser  Ukraine drone equipment  -£1000 

        Or if you prefer –Red Cross /Ukraine   

                                 Contact Su if you wish to  make a donation. 

14th September        Local Funding Group             Su 814560 

12th October            Scrabble and Board Games  “ 

9th November       Local Funding Group   “ 

 

 

 

mailto:support@itsk.co.uk
mailto:Stuart@cobhamtreesurgery.co.uk
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MEOPHAM LIBRARY WRITING GROUP 

 

Meopham Library Writing Group meets again on Thursday 3rd August 

2023 at 10am until midday. If you are interested in any kind of writing, ei-

ther as an experienced writer or a beginner, you are very welcome to join 

the writing group. Each month, members are invited to write a short story, 

poem or an article based on a writing theme, as well as taking part in a writ-

ing challenge and occasionally a Rolling Story.  Recording special memories 

for your family and writing stories or poetry is very enjoyable and writing 

can also be therapeutic when facing difficult times in life.  

 

The next writing group meetings will be on 7th September, 5th October and 

2nd November. For more information, please ring 01474 813379 or just 

turn up at Meopham Library on the first Thursday of the month.  

1st South Street Boys Brigade and Girls Association Company 

The new term begins on Friday 8th September at 6pm for boys and girls aged 

5-18 years at South Street Baptist Church, Wrotham Road, DA13 0QJ (next 

to Hope Hill Scout Camp). 

 

The Company meets every Friday evening during term time, from 6pm until 

7.30pm for team games, table tennis, cooking, painting, craft, nature study, 

map reading and outdoor activities.  The weekly subscription is £2. Please 

ring 01474 813379 for more information or visit the website:  www.BOYS-

BRIGADE.ORG.UK 

 

In June, we camped at the Boys Brigade Honey Hill Camp in Maidstone, 

which has adventure playgrounds and a climbing wall. We also visited the 

Water Activities Centre in Tonbridge, for canoeing, kayaking and stand up 

paddle boards with a team of qualified leaders.  

For more information, please visit: www.thewac.org.uk  

Everyone is invited to the Songs of Praise Family Services during August at 

South Street Baptist Church from 10.45am until about 11.30am.  

Song Time begins again on Monday 11th September at 9.45am until 11am for 

families with babies and children under five. There are lots of toys, art, craft 

and singing. Family entry is £1.  

For more information about all our family activities please visit: 

www.southstreetbaptist.org.uk 

The next Family Games Afternoon will be on Saturday 16  September 2 to 

4pm.   

http://www.BOYS-BRIGADE.ORG.UK/
http://www.BOYS-BRIGADE.ORG.UK/
http://www.thewac.org.uk/
http://www.southstreetbaptist.org.uk/
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The next event is the Autumn Show & Plant Sale which is to be held at The 

Meadow Rooms on Saturday 16th September 2022 from 2pm to 3.30pm.   

Members will exhibit their home-grown flowers, vegetables, and preserves.  

Non-members are welcome free of charge to view the exhibits between 

2pm and 3.30pm.  Plants plus tea, coffee and homemade cake will be on 

sale.   

For further information email cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk  

 

In your own garden, the RHS recommended Top 10 jobs for Au-

gust are - 

 

1 Prune Wisteria 

2 Don’t delay summer pruning restricted fruits 

3 Deadhead flowering plants regularly 

4 Watering! - particularly containers, and new plants, preferably with 

grey recycled water or stored rainwater 

5 Collect seed from favourite plants 

6 Harvest sweetcorn and other vegetables as they become ready 

7 Continue cutting out old fruited canes on raspberries 

8 Lift and pot up rooted strawberry runners 

9 Keep ponds and water features topped up 

10 Feed the soil with green manures 

 

If you would like to become a member of Cobham Gardeners’ Society, It’s 

only a modest £8 for the year – money you get back from free entry into all 

Gardeners’ expert speaker talks and massive savings of up to 50% on quality 

plants at local garden centres. For further details of all Gardeners’ activities 

contact cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk  

mailto:cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk
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 Gardening for a Wilder Kent – Trees and Logs 

 

We are lucky here to have a good number of large trees, 

trees that were here before we were born and if left alone 

will be here after we have gone and even future  

generations.  We visit their kingdom for a short while and 

they tolerate us.  We need to treat them with the respect they de-
serve.  There are some trees around that are protected by law, but 

many are not.  Their part in adding oxygen to the atmosphere is huge 

and taken for granted.  Please do not think you can cut down a large 

tree in your garden and replace it with a number of young ones and 

that will add up to the same because that does not work. If you possi-

bly can, please preserve your large trees, trimming is better than cut-

ting down.  Pollarding is the practice of removal of the upper branch-

es of a tree with makes a dense head of growth.  This is much better 

than cutting a tree down.  Coppicing is cutting a tree to the ground 

where in future years new stems come up.  This is what you see in 

woods around here where the wood of the trees was seen as a har-

vest and used for all sorts of things.   
 

When you do any sort of cutting on trees in the garden you have logs 

of different shapes and sizes. This wood does not need to be re-

moved from the garden.  A log pile in the garden is a wonderful habi-

tat for all sorts of wildlife, invertebrates of all sorts, particularly stag 

beetle larvae feed on decaying wood and they are endangered but 

also vertebrates such as slow worms, frogs, toads and wood mice 

which are a step up on the food chain and are preyed on in turn by 
badgers, foxes and birds of prey. 

 

Thin twigs from pruning trees and shrubs are also useful in a heap 

woodsmen call brash and if you can find a quiet corner behind a shrub 

there will be a nice quiet city of wildlife to follow. 

Although we think of the long life of a tree, sometimes one dies and 

unless it is dangerous some part of it could be left to rot in the 

ground and be home for another huge scope of life, liverworts, lichen, 

mosses, fungus and mould.  It may be underneath a carpet of ivy  

perhaps.  Life in your garden is wonderful in its infinite forms centred 

around trees. 
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MEDWAY METALS LTD 

Buyers of all scrap 

metal & car batteries 

 

QUICK PAYMENT 

01634 297423 

 

UNIT 6 SHAMEL PARK, MEDWAY CENTRE EST. 

COMMISSIONERS ROAD, STROOD 

ME2 4HQ 

Stephen P Gay 

Memorials Inc. 

Horlocks 

 

 

 

  

SPECIALISTS IN MONUMENTAL 
MASONRY 

 120 Old Road West 
Gravesend 

Kent, DA11 0LR 

Tel: 01474 321003 
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COBHAM PARISH  

COUNCIL MEETINGS 7.30PM 

 

5 Sept Church Room 

3 Oct Meadow Room 

7 Nov Church Room 

 

LUDDESDOWN PARISH 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 2023  

 
Mon18 September 7:30pm  
Mon 20 November  7:30pm  
Mon 15 January 2024  7:30pm 
Monday 18 March 2024  7.30pm 

LUDDESDOWN 

VILLAGE HALL  
 The hire charges are as follows: 

from £40 per session (please visit 

our website for full details)  
Concessions for 

parishioners 

and members of  

LUDDESDOWN SOCIETY 

For bookings and enquiries please 

contact: 

Colin Dickens 01474 814155 or 

email lvhbooking@gmail.com  

ST MARY’S CHURCH ROOM REGULAR EVENTS DIARY  

DAY Event Date Contact 

Monday Monday Club for 
the retired 

Every week 
2–4 pm 

Brian Williams 
814049 

Tuesday U3A 
Choir   Singing 
Group 

1st and 3rd in the 
month 
9.45-11.45. am 

Sheryl 
Diddams 
813476 

 Tuesday WI 4th in the month 
7.30–10.00 pm 

Yvonne Martin 
813455 

Wednesday Midweek 
Worship 

Every week 
9.00–10.45am 

Ron Chamberlain 
814250 

Thursday LFG 
Coffee Morning 

2nd in the month 
10.30 - 12.00 

Su Rowe 814560 

Friday U3A 
Sign Language 

2nd in the month 
2.00-3.30pm 

Roy Lingham 
815908 

Contact details provided with permission 

mailto:lvhbooking@gmail.com
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All Seasons garden Maintenance 

Local and reliable service 

Grass and Hedge cutting, Border Maintenance, Pruning 

Pressure washing, 

Full public liability insurance 

References available from existing customers 

Contact John - Home: 01322 423063 (Based in Gravesend) 

Mobile: 07951 429175  Email: boaz26@live.co.uk 

APEX PEST CONTROL  

Mole catching, Wasp nests, Rodents 

24/7 service 

 

 

AtTENTively Yours… 

 Here to provide you with a fully personalised service  

Catering for garden parties, corporate and sporting events 

High specification - best quality equipment used 

Site survey and no obligation quotation 

 Freephone 0800 389 8298  

Office 01474 815150   Mobile 07766 681151 
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WINDSOR OUTING 

COACH OUTING TO WINDSOR  

INCORPORATING A BOAT TRIP WITH ONBOARD AFTER-

NOON TEA 

THE DATE: WEDNESDAY 6 SEPTEMBER 2023 

Coach will leave Cobham (opposite school) at approx. 

9.15am – giving time for stroll/drink in Windsor before 

boarding Boat at 2.30pm. 

Coach should return to Cobham by approx. 7pm. 

PLEASE, no parking along The Street or in Lawrence Drive. 

Plenty of parking behind the School  

by the Cricket pavilion. 

 

Cost: £62 per person 

Payment to Jewels Tours, 56 New Road, Gravesend (close 

to Iceland) 

 or by phone 01474 334434.  

QUOTE “CHRIS BROADLEY EVENT”.  

CHRIS BROADLEY 01474 247632. 

FLAT 36, NEW COLLEGE OF COBHAM/

chrisbr48@hotmail.com 
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Yeaaay I went to the seaside!  

I woke up one morning expecting to go for a walk 

around one of my many routes in Sole Street, but no I 

was given two doggie travel ease tablets (cunningly 

disguised inside a treat) I then had some doggie laven-

der calming drops put between my ears -ummm nice.  

I thought this is all very different what is going on?  

A bottle of water and some little treats were placed in the car and then I 

was put in the car too.  I sat on my booster seat (it helps me see out the 

window) then off we went.  I had the back windows open and the editor sat 

with me the whole way.  We arrived in Tankerton without incident no sick 

bags required! I saw the sea and I walked along the prom and even sat  

under the table when they stopped for a coffee and cake!  I am looking  

forward to my next journey.  Love and licks Paddy 



34 

 

Need a Plumber? 
Your local plumber is  

Graham Hickson 

                 Reliable, prompt and reasonable prices 

   20% discount on labour with this magazine 

Graham Hickson 

07968 551 562  g.hickson@btinternet.com 

          VAT Sole Free Trader 

cobandlud.office@btinternet.com 
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In August the church calendar commemorates the Transfiguration. The  

story is told in Matthew (17:1-9), Mark (9:1-9) and Luke (9:28-36). Jesus 

took Peter, James and John, his closest disciples, up a high mountain. It may 

have been Mount Tabor, or else one of the three spurs of Mount Hermon.  

 

Suddenly, Jesus is transfigured. His face shone, his garments became white 

and dazzling. Elijah and Moses appeared, and a bright cloud overshadowed 

the disciples.  A voice spoke out of the cloud, saying that Jesus was His be-

loved son, whom the disciple should ‘hear’.   

 

Then, just as suddenly, it is all over. What did it mean? Moses represented 

the Law, and Elijah the Prophets of the Old Covenant. But now the Law and 

the Prophets have found their fulfilment in Jesus, the Messiah. The written 

Word and the spoken Word have handed over to the Living Word. 

 
Transfiguration  Jesus  Mountain  Tabor  Hermon  high  Shine  

Face  Written  Living   Cloud   Transformed  White  Dazzling  Eli-

jah  Moses  Dwelling  Mankind  Law  Prophets  Peter   James   John  

Fear  glory    
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