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PARISH of COBHAM with LUDDESDOWNE and DODE
Priest-in-Charge — The Rev’d Canon Alyson Davie

Phone no. 01474-812068 email:- alyson@stjohnsmeopham.co.uk

(Rest Day: Friday)

Associate Priest — The Rev’d Pam Davies

For Wedding, Baptism and Funeral enquiries and all other enquiries please
contact Pam.

The Vicarage, Battle Street, Cobham, Kent. DA12 3DB

Phone no 01474-394515 email:- rev.pamdavies@sky.com (NB new number)
(Current work days are Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday)
Pastoral assistant- Janet Weaver, 36 Highview, Vigo Village, DAI3 ORR
(01732) 823936

Church Safeguarding Officer - Hilary Savage - (01634) 723027
Church Office Phone no. 01474 813495

Church Officers of St. Mary Magdalene, Cobham

Lay Chair Hilary Savage

Churchwarden Hilary Savage (01634) 723027
PCC Secretary Ron Chamberlain (01474) 814250
Treasurer Jeffrey Julie-Rusz 07946 249021
Deanery Synod Hilary Savage

Church Officers St Peter and St. Paul, Luddesdowne
Lay Chair Sue Campbell

Treasurer Janet Weaver (01732) 823936
Parochial Church Council Members

Cobham Luddesdowne

Peter Balanck Diana Bampton

Ron Chamberlain Jill Beety

David Palmer Sue Campbell

Lynn Ruddock Janet Weaver

SUBMISSIONS Cobham and Luddesdowne News is a community
magazine produced by and for the residents of Cobham, Sole Street and
Luddesdowne.
Please send material for inclusion by the 15th of the month
preceding publication to editorialcln@gmail.com

Cover photograph Adrian Whiteing (vineyard in Cobham from
Batts Road

Printed by Wested Logistics Limited 01474 361615
sales@westedpress.com
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August
2024

1 August is usually when people take a break and spend time relaxing it is also
: known, in journalistic circles, as the ‘silly season’!

| Traditionally this would be when Parliament rises and newspapers would fill
:their pages with frivolous stories instead of matters of state, anyway

1who can resist reading the occasional article about the image of Elvis’
:appearing on a lasagne?

1

1

1 In the Parishes this month there will be tea and cake in Cobham Church

! (page 15). There will also be a music event in Sole Street (back page).

1

1 The CADS centenary lunch, for former and current members, is on 21st

1 Sept (page 32). Don’t forget Cobham’s August Bank Holiday Fair!

1

Looking ahead, Chris from the college is putting together a trip to
Hastings—Ilet him know if you are interested in going (page 29).

| hope you manage to have a nice August. Tina

International Bat Night - 24" August

August is the perfect month to look out for bats, when our soft,
warm twilight evenings are full of the tiny flying insects that attract
them.

But these days bats need our help, and so this annual celebration will
include a good few ‘bat events’ this month. If you like bats, you may
enjoy one of the events being arranged by local bat groups, wildlife
trusts, countryside rangers and other organisations across the coun-
try.

To help you get started, the website, https://www.bats.org.uk/support
-bats/international-bat-night, is full of useful information. It explains
the natural environment that bats need, and how you might help to
conserve their dwindling numbers.
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Letter from the Priest in Charge, Revd Cannon Alyson Davie
Sorry seems to be the hardest word....

A phrase from one of Elton John’s songs that | think rings true for many of
us at various times in life. We have all said, done or forgotten something
and we know to whom we should say ‘sorry’, but it is so hard!

It is also hard to say sorry to God. One of the things we become aware of
as we come to God in prayer is his holiness and our sinfulness, thrown into
sharp relief by his holy presence and though we know deep within ourselves
that we need to and want to say, sorry for those wrong things we have
done - it is hard!

What can help to make it less difficult is to make sure that each time we
pray, we ask God’s forgiveness for all that has been wrong in our lives.
The cross on which Jesus Christ died means that we have the freedom to
do just that. The cross of Jesus needs to be seen as a place of sincerity
which means that simply saying sorry is not enough.

“Repentance (saying sorry) always involves change: a change of mind, a
change of heart, and a change of behaviour”.

So, when we come to God and repent of our sins, our genuineness is
measured by whether there is:

a change of mind - in which we realise the seriousness of what we have
done, a change of heart — in which we cease to want to act in this way,
because it hurts God, and a change of behaviour in which we work with
God to live differently from now on.

The cross of Jesus is also a place of scrutiny, which means viewing it as the
place where we scrutinise our lives against God’s standards.
One way we can measure the spiritual health of our society is by the way it
has turned away from the ten commandments: -
Idolatry is rife — we worship anything and everything, but God.
God’s name and that of Jesus are continually taken in vain.
Sunday has long since ceased to be a day set apart for God.
The family unit is becoming more and more fractured.
Murder is rife, adultery is frequent, stealing whether something small or
large is an everyday occurrence. People bear false witness as often as they
can get away with it, and Covetousness is something positively encouraged
by a powerful advertising industry.

Cont’d on next page



As we look at a world, in which evil and sinful people seem to rule supreme,
where the greed of powerful people leads to war, violence and unrest, we
see that our world is far from a holy and perfect place. The truth is we are
all sinful people - people who do what is wrong and hurt others and God.

Here is a challenge for August. Determine to spend a little time scrutinising
your life, if it helps make a list of all that needs to be dealt with, and then
ask God your Heavenly Father to help you deal with just one area of sin, so
that you can determine with him how you can become more and more the
person God longs for you to be.

Alyson Davie

THE TUESDAY POP-IN

Meetings are held at the Leather Bottle on the second
Tuesday of the month from 10.30 till 12 noon; all are
welcome to join us for a relaxed chat and coffee.
Next pop-in Tuesday |13th August.

CONTACT: MARY PALMER -01474 816788

Luddesdown & District Rights of Way Group.

We are a small friendly group that usually walks from The Cock Inn, Henley
Street, Luddesdown, Gravesend DA13 0XB, at | lam on Wednesdays. We
walk at a gentle pace for some 90 minutes in beautiful countryside. Occa-
sionally we lead weekend walks.

With four Socials a year in Luddesdown Village Hall and a twice yearly
Newsletter, we would be delighted if you joined us for a walk or two.
Becoming a member costs £7 per person a year.

Please contact Walks Co-ordinator Janet Ferguson, preferably by

email janetferguson@hotmail.fr . lan Sheridan, Acting Chairman,

07951 927 517



mailto:janetferguson@hotmail.fr

HEDGES

If you have an established hedge as your garden
boundary you should count yourself very lucky
and the older it is the better it is for wildlife. Hedges support an amazing
diversity of plants and animals, providing wildlife with a rich larder
throughout the year and you can observe these from your garden
seats. You can see bees and other pollinators buzz around their flowers
in spring, count how many different birds emerge from their depths in
summer and pluck berries from their branches in autumn and winter.

As well as providing food and shelter, hedgerows create vital links across
the countryside, helping wildlife to move freely about and keeping popula-
tions healthy. They're also good for the landscape and the wider environ-
ment, having been proved to capture pollutants in the air from cars, ferti-
lisers and pesticides running off fields, assisting with water regulation, stor-
ing carbon to help combat climate change, and providing homes for preda-
tors of many pest species such as birds of prey looking for small mammals.
Gardening is said to be excellent exercise so the trimming of your hedge
could be called your garden gym. Although seeing your neatly trimmed
hedge can give you immense satisfaction, it is recommended you avoid
hedge cutting during the main breeding season for nesting birds, which
usually runs all the way from March to August each year. This can be
weather dependent and some birds may nest outside this period, so it is
important to always check carefully for active nests prior to cutting.

Shorne Wildlite
Community Group

It is an offence under Section | of the Wildlife and Countryside Act of
1981 to intentionally take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird
while it is in use or being built, or to intentionally kill, injure or take chicks
or adults, or intentionally take or destroy any eggs.

If you decide on the destruction of your hedge please consider the wildlife
you will be destroying but make sure there is a connection for surviving
species to wander to another hedge elsewhere by leaving holes in the bot-
tom boards of your neat new fences (boards or concrete boards can be
bought with these in them) such as hedgehogs but including many crea-
tures that come into our gardens. Plant shrubs for birds to visit and
ground cover plants to shelter the smaller earth bound “critters” and en-
joy your garden and its wildlife! Celia Burns
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INSPIRING WOMEN INSPIRING WOMEN

SOLE STREET WOMEN'’S INSTITUTE

Sole Street WI members sat in wrapt attention during the re-telling of
“The Grace Darling Story” by Mark Lewis, Education Officer for the Asso-
ciation of Lighthouse Keepers. Although the story is well known, he ex-
plained how Grace’s father William was the main protagonist in the res-
cue of survivors from the wreck of the SS Forfarshire on 7th September
1838. Grace steadied the boat during the rescue but subsequent reports
and artistic impressions romanticised her part and almost air-brushed
William out of the picture. Her heroism and fame spread world wide but
she was overwhelmed by the celebrity status and her health declined, cul-
minating in her death from TB at the age of 26. Mark posed the question
“Was she pestered to death?”

Our scheduled speaker on 23rd July had to cancel and we have invited
Alvin Shaw JP on the subject of “The Justice System”. At this meeting
members have the opportunity to suggest and propose their individual
ideas for next year’s NFWI Resolution. The 29th July Craft Meeting or-
ganised by Helen at her home and the craftwork will be on sale in support
of the St Mary Church Room refurbishment at the LFG Music Event at
Sole Street House on Saturday 3 Ist August. Further ideas for products for
the Meopham Church Bazaar will be under consideration.

During August we do not organise a formal meeting as members may be
on holiday. Instead the ladies organise a Garden Party with lunch and
Pimm’s and every good thing. The Walking Group continues every Tues-
day throughout the holidays.

Our next main meeting will be held on Tuesday 24th September at 2pm at
The Railway Inn, Sole Street. Our speaker will be Jane Scotchmer with a
presentation entitled “How Artists and Designers Lead Us Up The Gar-
den Path”.

For further information on this and all our activities please contact
Yvonne by telephoning 01474 813455. Molly Isaacs




Advertisement

Complete W Law

Complete Family Law Ltd is a modern and
innovative law firm based in north Kent. We can
offer appointments at our offices, via remote
methods including Zoom or telephone, with home
visits also available.

With our friendly team of expert Solicitors
and Legal Executives,
Complete Family Law can assist with:

- Divorce
*Wills and Probate

*Financial Applications

* Children Issues and Applications
*Disputes between unmarried couples
*Family Law Act Applications (Injunctions)
- Disputes within the wider family
‘Lasting Powers of Attorney

0330 223 2016 (Brasted & Cobham)
0330 223 2018 (Otford)

info@completefamilylawltd.co.uk
www.completefamilylawltd.co.uk

I ) =
%" Family

Law Advanced
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LUDDESDOWNE  CHURCH

I Will be open Saturdays in 2022141
| fromm 10am to 12.30pm in JULY

Gth, 13th, 20th & 27th

& (Ride and Stride day)
14¢h SEPTEMBER 20221
fromm 10am to 4dpm

Come and see this rural church with its
unique wall paintings

www.cobham-luddesdowne.org
I

Bank Holiday Monday, 26 August
Why not visit Cobham Church?
one of Simon Jenkins’ “Thousand Best Churches”

Come between 1.30 and 4.30
and you can enjoy tea and home-made cake
in this famous medieval building

previous visitors have said

exceptionally beautiful church - stunning stained glass
wonderful ambience — a delight to explore — amazing brasses
lots of history — magnifique église

Help the Friends of Cobham Church preserve
your village church
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Oakwood Garden Care

Your reliable gardening service

Does your garden need some TLC? Would you like to sit back and enjoy
your garden without having to do all the hard work?

Your garden is precisely that, “yours” .

We listen to our customers and tailor each project to their individual
needs and requirements. We are a small, family run business who pride
ourselves on offering a high quality garden service - whether you need us
for a one-off job, or would like to book us for a regular maintenance
program? The choice is yours.

Competitive rates with prices starting from as little as £20 per hour.
All work undertaken including:
And much more - no job is considered too small

For a free quote, please call 07709 328 979

We are available week days, weekends and even Bank Holidays

Email: oakwoodgardencare@gmail.com www.oakwoodgardencare.co.uk
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Prestige Property Maintenance
Old fashioned standards of customer service and a
high quality craftsman finish to all work undertaken

¢ Repairs and renovations, internal and external

¢ Painting, decorating and tiling

¢ Shelving and cuphoards made to measure
¢ Furniture and fitted kitchen repairs and restorations

*  Gardening, fencing, paths and patios

No job too small - References available on request

Contact Kevin by telephone or email to arrange a visit to discuss your requirements

Telephone: 07765 405641 Email: prestigemaintenance@outlook.com

THE MEADOW ROOM
COBHAM
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Hire rates start at £36.50 for a

session

Contact us or visit the website for
full details

Discount for parish residents

For bookings, call
07460242304
Or email
bookings@meadowroom.org.uk
www.meadowroom.org.uk
Registered Charity No 228007
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Lewis Solomon g

1

Funeral Service S

The oldest independently owned and family run
funeral directors in Gravesend and surrounding towns

Especially for the first time, any time of the day or night vou can talk to us
We will attend to evervthing, we can provide for all of vour requirements
We have a private chapel of rest and can provide a fleet of Hearses and
Limousines to compliment a dignified occasion

19 DARNLEY ROAD, GRAVESEND, KENT, DA11 ORZ

24 howr personal service
parking available on site O 1 474 3 5 22 6 1

bespake funeral plans
Email: officefcilewissolomon.co.uk
www.lewissolomon.co.uk

®
GULLANDS

SOLICITORS

Agricultural and Farming Law Commercial Property
Farm Sales and Purchases Construction Law
Conveyancing Landlord and Tenant
Divorce and Family Dispute Resolution
Employment Law Company and Commercial Law
Wills, Estates and Tax Planning Health & Safety Prosecutions
Accident Claims Business Defence
’ Medical Negligence Licensing
Criminal Law Notarial Services

Road Traffic Offences  jnfo@gullands.com www.gullands.com

Whitehall Place | 47 The Terrace | Gravesend | Kent | DA12 2DL | 01474 887688
16 Mill Street | Maidstone | Kent | MEIS5 6XT | 01622 689700
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North Kent Embroiderers

Hello Everyone,

Sue the Silkewoman,
the-silkewoman.company.site

came to our last meeting to talk about
her passion for what she describes as
“insanely time-consuming silk work” (a
hand knotted silk hairnet could take five
hundred hours to produce). She makes
beautiful hand knotted silk hairnets, tab-
let-woven and finger loop braided
narrow-ware and embroidered textiles
for people, museums, historic places and events using diligently researched
historic techniques and materials, as well as faithfully reproduced equip-
ment. Sue also teaches these skills to anyone who is interested. She at-
tends events and talks in full costume which she told us about too.

Sue is in awe of the ‘silkewomen’ of Cheapside in East London, who set up
as businesswomen to sell their wares. By becoming professional tradespeo-
ple these ladies could own property, employ workers, manage their own
financial affairs and if they could read and write they could pass on their
skills to future generations. This was a fascinating talk so thank you Sue.

If you would like to join our group or would just like to find out a bit more
about us then please pay us a visit - look at our website https://
northkentembroiderers.co.uk/

or email us at: info@northkentembroiderers.co.uk
or contact our Chairman, Eileen on 01474 324734

Happy stitching, Karen
All photos with permission
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CAPABLE

— CLEANERS —

Professional Domestic Cleaning
Services

Are you a busy mum?
Working long hours?
Just need extra help?
Give us a call for reliable
DBS checked staff and

fully insured service!
07545 455742
sophie@capablecleaners.co.uk

www.capablecleaners.co.uk

British O
Acupuncture
Council Member

LUDDESDOWN
VILLAGE HALL

The hire charges are as follows:
from £40 per session (please visit

our website for full details)
Concessions for
parishioners
and members of
LUDDESDOWN SOCIETY
For bookings and enquiries please
contact:
Colin Dickens 01474 814155 or

email lvhbooking@gmail.com
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COBHAM & LUDDESDOWN W.I.

Our July meeting, aka The Annual Strawberry Tea, was a great success. The
Meadow Room tables were decked out in splendour, with our best WI
monogrammed bone china, beautiful floral table decorations, some newly
decorated tablecloths, our Hardanger embroidered table centres and plenty
of tea, cakes, scones, Jean Horgan’s now famous, and very popular, fresh
cream meringues, and strawberries and cream. Our link representative for
the NFWI Annual Meeting at the Royal Albert Hall was there as well, to tell
us all about what went on there and two lucky ladies were awarded bursa-
ries, to be used on an educational activity of their choice. The Meadow
Room was buzzing with conversations about holidays, friends and families,
fellow members, possible answers to the rather difficult questions in the
“sweets” quiz, (not too loud though in case someone on the next table
overheard!) and we ended with a somewhat belated ‘pass the parcel’ game.

As usual, we do not have a meeting in August but we will be holding a fund-
raising Beetle Drive in the Meadow Room from 2 until 4pm on Wednesday
7th August; open to all. Price is £5 for a game sheet and refreshments. If
you haven’t played before, the rules are very simple and it is great fun.

Although there will be no meeting in August, a group of our ladies will be
enjoying a guided tour of Cobham Hall, led by Christoph Bull, followed by a
cream tea and we are sure that some of our ‘groups’ will be meeting to-
gether to pursue their various interests and continue with the wonderful
warm friendships for which our Wl is known.

Our next WI meeting will be at 2pm on Wednesday 4th September, when
Sylvia Fletcher will be coming along to give a talk with the intriguing title
‘Head First’. We always welcome new members but if you would like to
come along to a couple of meetings before deciding whether or not to join,
visitors are welcome too (cost is £2 a visit and includes refreshments).

For further details, contact our secretary, Jenny Brooker, by email at:
CobhamLuddesdown@wkfwi.org.uk.




Meopham Library Writing Group meets again on Thursday 1* Au-
gust from 10am until noon and the following meetings will be on 5 Sep-
tember, 3" October and 7" November.

Each month there is a different writing theme, such as “The Restaurant”,
which is a starting point for a poem, short story or an article. There is also
a writing challenge, which involves trying to include seven or eight words,
which are chosen by the group, in as few short sentences as possible.
Anyone who is interested in writing short stories, poetry or articles is
warmly invited to join our small, friendly group. Beginners and more expe-
rienced writers are equally welcome to come to meetings. Creative writing
is a very enjoyable activity, which can also be therapeutic for anyone who is
facing difficult times or who would like to record special family memories.
Please ring 01474 813379 for more information, or just join us at Meopham
Library on |** August.

1** SOUTH STREET BOYS BRIGADE and GIRLS ASSOCIATION
COMPANY

Boys and girls aged 5-18 years old are invited to join the |** South Street
Company for team games, art, craft, cooking, nature activities and Bible
stories every Friday evening during term time 6pm-7.30pm at South
Street Baptist Church, Wrotham Road, Meopham, DAI3 0Q](next to
Hope Hill). The weekly subscription is £2.

There are no meetings during August.

Summer camping takes place at the Honey Hill Boys Brigade Campsite in
Maidstone. There are also opportunities for kayaking, canoeing and stand-
up paddle boarding at the Boys Brigade Water Activities Centre in Ton-
bridge. Please visit: www.BOYS-BRIGADE.org.uk for more information
South Street Baptist Church Sunday morning services all begin at
10.45am and finish at about midday. During August, there will be a Bible
Society Bible Course, with videos and discussions All are welcome to join
us to find out more about the Bible and its teachings.

Song Time is closed during August, but will begin again on 9™ September.
It meets every Monday morning 9.45am-| lam during term time for fami-
lies with babies and toddlers. There are lots of different toys, craft activi-
ties, musical instruments, singing and refreshments. Family admission is £1.
Please visit www.southstreetbaptist.org.uk or ring 01474 815039 or
01474 813379 for more information about all the activities at South Street
Baptist Church.
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A Big Thank You

| would like to say a big thank you to everyone who supported our fund-
raising Strawberry Cream Tea on the 23rd June
at the “Fairy Garden”

Also a big thank you to all those who helped with setting up the
gazebos, tables and china.

Thank you to the ladies from the W.I. for the lovely homemade scones and
to those who supplied the clotted cream and the
strawberries also the ladies who worked tire-
lessly behind the scenes
washing up, serving and selling raffle tickets.

’
o
&
We managed to raise £633.00 for St Mary’s
Church Room.

Many thanks.
Paul & Lindsey.

Luddesdown Parish Council
Luddesdown PC were invited by another local PC to take part in a German
town twinning event, in particular they wished to visit Luddesdown and the
Silverhand Vineyards to learn something of the unique history of our Parish.
Councillor Peter Crow, having armed himself with a wealth of historical
memorabilia (many thanks to Mr and Mrs Bampton of Luddesdown assisting
here), gave a very well received address to around 45 visitors including the
Mayor in full regalia.
The council are aware with recent road closures, including now overnight
ones on the A2, diversions are not always being followed which leads to
more unwelcome heavy traffic through the village. We have also had a cou-
ple more incidences of unwelcome behaviour - most recently the theft by
some unpleasant characters, in broad daylight of a prestigious motorbike
despite many security features being in place. Please continue to be vigilant
and report anything unusual to our community PC Jo Hammond. Details on
the Luddesdown PC website. Please join us at our Parish Council meetings -
we would love to hear your thoughts for the village.
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Cobham, Luddesdowne and Sole Street

Church Services during August

Sunday 4" August

10:30am Holy Communion (BCP), Cobham

Ith

Sunday | I August

10:30am  Morning Worship and Baptism, Luddesdowne

Sunday 18" August

10:30am Holy Communion, Cobham

Sunday 25 August

10:30am Holy Communion, Luddesdowne

Midweek services

There will be no Midweek services during August
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St John’s Meopham with St Mildred’s Nurstead
Church Services August 2024

;
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Sunday 4™ August  9.45am All Age Worship at St John’s

I 1.30am Holy Communion at St Mildred’s

Wednesday 7" Aug 10am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

Sunday | 1™ August 9.45am Holy Communion at St John’s

I 1.30am Mattins at St Mildred’s

Wednesday 14" Aug 10am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

Sunday 18" August 9.45am Morning Worship at St John’s Church

I'l.15am Churches Prayer Meeting at St John’s Centre

Wednesday 21* Aug 10am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

Sunday 25" August  9.45am Holy Communion at St John’s

I'1.30am Family Service at St Mildred’s

Wednesday 28" Aug |10am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre
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Luddesdowne’s Register

Wedding

Harry Roy NASH and Caitlin Joy WESTON were married in
Luddesdowne church on the 29" June 2024. The service was
conducted by our Priest in Charge
The Rev’d Canon Alyson DAVIE

We wish them every happiness.

CHIROPODIST

HOME VISITING SERVICE

FOOT CARE AND ADVICE

IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

HCPC registered chiropodist/podiatrist with over 20
years’ experience

Anna Mapp MSSCh MBChA
01474 812494 or 07977 465452

anna.mapp773@gmail.com
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/l '\)) HEDGE & FENCING

SPECIALIST

© ALL HEDGES AND SHRUBS TRIMMED, REDUCED AND REMOVED
& STUMP GRINDING SERVICE

© ALL STYLES OF FENCING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

© SLEEPERS AND DECKING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

& ALL STYLES OF GATES SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

TREE STUMP
MHL) REMOVAL
SERVICES

O FULLY INSURED
O REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER

© FREE ESTIMATES Q
CALL MATTHEW ON: OREMAIL #

07796 41 6607 mhlgurden.care@yuhoo.co.uk

OR 01732 822467
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A new level
of home care

GP led bespoke care

We get the basics right with the Right
People, the Right Care at the Right Time. Some of our « Companionship
services Include; Leisure activities
Our staff are trained to the highest standard : .
; 3 « Assistance with o IO D ok
to enable them to provide a wide range of personal care
tasks within the home, to ensure you feel « Live-in 24hr care

safe, comfortable and content. * Meal preparation o !
« Holistic Services

+ Shopping
We are dedicated to helping each individual . Trips to friends + Complimentary
maintain an active and independent and relatives GP Lifestyle
lifestyle by focusing on current abilities, < Admiristalion of Asst'essment.
Intenestandt nands. assistance with el
medication Prescribing

+ Overnight care
Carers
required
Get in touch
Gravesham & Dartford
50 The Grove, Gravesend, DA12 1DP
T: 01474 240909

T: 01322 537733
E: hello@vitalityhomehealth.co.uk

“Vitality Home Health Limited is in no
way affiliated with VitalityLife Limited or

Vitalify)

[ vitality Home Health [ @Vitality_Care

www.vitalityhomehealth.co.uk
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BELL RINGING by Peter Hartley

The impressive ceremonies in Normandy on the 6™ June for the 80" Anni-
versary of D-Day were matched back in Blighty by many towers ringing to
honour the occasion. Cobham rang too and dedicated their Quarter Peal to
all who gave so much in Operation Overlord.

In mid-June there was a Saturday ringing tour in East Sussex. Our first stop
was at the pretty village of Sedlescombe. The churchyard had drifts of Early
Spotted Orchids and inside | rang the 1595 tenor bell, the oldest of the ring
of six bells. | had joined the throng of unknown ringers down the centuries
who have rung that bell.

The 13" century church in Battle, with 8 bells from all decades of the 19*
century, stands on the other side of the road from the Abbey and has a fine
mediaeval Doom wall-painting over the chancel arch. The resplendent table-
tomb with recumbent effigies of Sir Anthony Browne, died 1548, and his
wife Alice stands in the chancel on the north side. In Cobham the equally
grand gilded and alabaster tomb of Sir George and Anne Brooke, Lord and
Lady Cobham, both died 1558, is placed in the chancel centre stage before
the high altar.

Deans are normally heads of Cathedral Chapters but remarkably, under an
edict of William the Conqueror, the Incumbent at Battle is a Dean with the
full title of the Very Reverend.

On to the hilly Cinque Ports town of Hastings and firstly the 1870’s church
of Christchurch (Blacklands) built for the Victorian gentry of the new grand
villas. The tower was added nearly twenty years later with a ladies
(anticlockwise) spiral staircase. Spiral staircases are usually clockwise so that
Knights with swords in their right hands can more easily repel enemies
coming up the stairs. 61 stairs up in the ringing room we rang the 6 bells
given in 1890 by a lady in the congregation and the 2 added in 1897 in hon-
our of Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee.

Down into the Old Town on a sunny but windy day and naturally fish and
chips for lunch and then an ice cream. To the 15% century All Saints church
with another Doom painting and its 1878 Father Willis Organ renovated in
2021. There is an Organ Concert Series in July and August with leading or-
ganists coming to play this very special instrument. Having climbed the 63
stairs to the ringing room we rang the 8 bells and enjoyed views across the
Hastings rooftops to the white breakers of the English Channel crashing on
the pebble beach. Cont’d on next page
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Cont’d from page 23

A stroll through the fascinating lanes brought us to the other mediaeval
church of the Old Town, St. Clements where in 1860 Dante Gabriel Ros-
setti married the beautiful red-headed Elizabeth Siddal. The Norman
church was ravaged by the French in 1339 and 1377 and rebuilt in 1380. In
1943 a2 German bomb blew out the windows and the Principal of the Has-
tings School of Art designed a new colourful and striking East Window and
Lady Chapel Window both of which look very well.

The west end of the church has a stylish new chrome and light wood gal-
lery area and kitchen and ringers gallery from where we rang the 8 bells
cast in 1963 by Taylors of Loughborough.

On for a final ring in a Victorian church in St. Leonards. Peal boards in the
ringing room recorded that the loyal ringers had rung 3 hour peals on the
2" February 1901 for the State Funeral of Queen Victoria and in May
1910 in memory of King Edward VII. On 19" September 2022 a Peal of
5040 changes of St. Martin’s Bob Triples was rung in 3 hours 10 minutes
on the occasion of the State Funeral of Queen Elizabeth II.

Finally a drink in the nearby Horse & Groom pub which belongs to a local
ringer.

COBHAM TREE

IT Solutions Kent Ltd SURGERY
All aspects of work undertaken
IT SUppOl’t - Tall & Dangerous Trees
Hedge trimming
CCTV - Netvvorking £5 million Public liability insurance

Most waste organically recycled
Call for a free quotation:

0333 050 2446 07789261474

Stuart@cobhamtreesurgery.co.uk

support@itsk.co.uk

WWW.COBHAMTREESURGERY.CO.UK
KCC TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
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Cobham

Gardeners
Society

Let’s hope we get some Summer weather soon!!

Our next event is the Autumn Show & Plant Sale which is to be held at
The Meadow Rooms on Saturday 14" September 2024 from 2pm to
3.30pm.

Members will exhibit their home-grown flowers, vegetables, and pre-
serves. Non-members are welcome free of charge to view the exhibits
between 2pm and 3.30pm. Plants plus tea, coffee and homemade cake will
be on sale.

For further information email cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk

In your own garden, the RHS recommended Top 10 jobs for Au-
gust are -

I Prune Wisteria
Don’t delay summer pruning restricted fruits

Deadhead flowering plants regularly

AW N

Watering! - particularly containers, and new plants, preferably with
grey recycled water or stored rainwater

Collect seed from favourite plants
Harvest sweetcorn and other vegetables as they become ready
Continue cutting out old fruited canes on raspberries

Lift and pot up rooted strawberry runners

O 00 N o U»n

Keep ponds and water features topped up

10 Feed the soil with green manures

If you would like to become a member of Cobham Gardeners’ Society, It’s
only a modest £10 for the year — money you get back from free entry into
all Gardeners’ expert speaker talks and massive savings of up to 50% on
quality plants at local garden centres. For further details of all Gardeners’
activities contact cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk
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Consilio

Partnership

/V
Garden Design - gardens tailored {o ) your needs
Landscaping - fulllandscaping sefvice
Garden Maintenance - regular visits to one off tidy-ups

Consilio offer a comprehensive range of
garden services through our team of fully
quallfled & experienced profesﬁ’onals

O

4
Lé‘ﬁdscapmg Services include:
driveways-patios-fencing-decking-
water features-planting-turfing-etc.

Please contact us with your enquiry or ask a member of staff

01474 247 Q77
O3 11 381858

enq@consiliopartnership.com
www.consiliopartnership.com
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Meetings & Shows at the Meadow Room ih Dickensian Cobham, Kent
SatNav DA123BZ Registered Charity No 228007

Saturday 14th September 2024 - 2:00-3:30pm
Cobham Gardeners’ Society

Autumn Show
& Plant Sale

Gardening Tips *Adult & Junior Show Categories
Flowers, Vegetables, Preserves & Photographic
Tea, coffee & home made cake on sale

Free Entry. Extra car parking Cobham Cricket Club

| f Sharing a love of gardening ... locally!
A

cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk
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Absolute DIY Services ]()HN GREEN
All aspects of DIY covered, from DEC ()R LTD

hanging a blind to a complete

room makeover, painting / l
decorating, flooring, flat pack
assembly, no job too small, and

all at

N ALL ASPECTS OF PAINTING
competitive AND DECORATING
prices. INCLUDING WALLPAPER

HANGING, PAINT
EFFECTS AND SPRAYING
Darren Lawrence wicd) (MR LA ST

Sole Street, =
07841 51 8255 f 01474 812853

Stephen P Gay MEDWAY METALS LTD
Memorials Inc.

Horlocks Buyers of all scrap

metal & car batteries

QUICK PAYMENT

<

SPECIALISTS IN MONUMENTAL 01634 297423
MASONRY
120 Old Road West
G ravesend UNIT 6 SHAMEL PARK, MEDWAY CENTRE EST.

COMMISSIONERS ROAD, STROOD

Kent, DAIIl OLR
Tel: 01474 321003

ME2 4HQ
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HASTINGS OUTING

COACH OUTING TO HASTINGS
THE DATE: THURSDAY 10 OCTOBER 2024
Coach will leave Cobham (opposite school)
at approx. 9.15am
Coach will leave Hastings 4pm
Cost: £10 per College Resident
Cost: £20 per Non-College Resident
PLEASE, no parking along The Street or in

Lawrence Drive. Plenty of parking behind the
School by the Cricket pavilion.

CONTACT CHRIS BROADLEY TO BOOKYOUR
SEATS AND PAY BY CASH OR BANKTRANSFER

(PAYMENT NON-REFUNDABLE)

CHRIS BROADLEY 01474
247632/ 07595904701

FLAT 36, NEW COLLEGE OF
COBHAM/
chrisbr48@hotmail.com.
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All Seasons garden Maintenance

Local and reliable service
Grass and Hedge cutting, Border Maintenance, Pruning
Pressure washing,
Full public liability insurance
References available from existing customers
Contact John - Home: 01322 423063 (Based in Gravesend)

Mobile: 07951 429175 Email: boaz26@live.co.uk

APEX PEST CONTROL
Mole catching, Wasp nests, Rodents

24/7 service

Cobham
arquees

AtTENTively Yours...

Here to provide you with a fully personalised service

Catering for garden parties, corporate and sporting events
High specification - best quality equipment used

Site survey and no obligation quotation

Freephone 0800 389 8298
Office 01474 815150 Mobile 07766 681151
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- Robin

%: Hunter

Tree Surgery
Garden Design
Fencing & Gares

Tel: 07775 971380
Email: robinhunt1@ hotmail.co.uk

ce

™V ddmg hair available ort%est

i Hair extension by appoin (Tuesday only)

B/Late Evenings (Monday & Thqfsaays
£5OFF PERMS & COLOURING

o WITHTHIS ADVERT s
= =

p o

HAIR STYU"S"TS
Station Approach, Meopham, Kent -




Cobham Amateur Dramatic Society

Calling old CADS members

CADS is celebrating it's 100" birthday with a meal at the Mead-
ow Rooms on Saturday 21*° September. If you belonged to
CADS and would like to come along and meet old friends, then
please get in touch with Jean Smith
(jeanglenthorp@hotmail.com) or any CADS member. The meal
will be at lunchtime and the cost will be around £25 per head.

LUDDESDOWN PARISH COUNCIL

Meetings will be held at 7.30pm on Mondays

| 6th September 2024,

|8th November 2024,

20th January 2025,

Annual Parish Meeting on 17th March 2025 and the Annual Meeting on
Monday [9th May 2025

All meetings will be taking place at Luddesdown Village Hall.

Cobham Parish Council Meeting dates

7.30pm on 3rd September at the Meadow Rooms
7.30pm on Ist October at the Meadow Rooms
7.30pm on 5th November at the Meadow Rooms

7.30pm on 3rd December at the Meadow Rooms
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Have fun finding your
way out of the maze
and colouring the
summer holiday
picture!

Love and Licks
Paddy

o
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Need a Plumber?

Your local plumber is

Graham Hickson

Reliable, prompt and reasonable prices

20% discount on labour with this magazine

Graham Hickson

07968 551 562 g.hickson@btinternet.com

VAT Sole Free Trader

Based I Cobham
covering all kent

~ Buitioh Witl Witews

07942999010
hiipe//www btishwillwriters.com

ADVERTISING RATES IN THE MAGAZINE
Page Size | Year 6 months | month Dimensions (mm)

Wills & Trusts
Powers o1 Attomey

Totally Confidential

Friendly and Professional
Free Consultafion

Vs page  £60 £36 £13 W65 H:90
Vapage  £105  £56 £18 W:135 H:90
Fullpage £195  £100 £34 W:135 H: 185

Con act JI n g#lvc%aéeg on 01732 823936

tinternet.com
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Remembering John Bunyan

After the Bible, John Bunyan’s Christian allegory, the Pilgrim’s Progress, is
one of the most celebrated and widely read books in the English language.
It has been translated into more than 100 languages around the world and
is a Christian classic. Names of people and places from its pages are
known wherever English is spoken: Mr Great-Heart, Mr Valiant-for-Truth,
Giant Despair, Madame Bubble, the Slough of Despond, Vanity Fair, the
Delectable Mountains, the Hill Difficulty and the Celestial City. Bunyan
was a popular preacher of Baptist conviction, but because of his opposi-
tion to the Established Church and because he did not have a Church of
England preaching licence, he was imprisoned in 1661. It was in prison that
he wrote Pilgrim’s Progress. He is remembered by the worldwide Church
on 30" August.

John Bunyan Pilgrims Progress Great Heart Valiant Truth Giant
Despair Madame Bubble Slough Despond Vanity Fair Delectable

Mountains Hill Difficulty Celestial City Prison Preaching license
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Live Music e £10 é ticket o Under12's free

Buy a glass of wine GATES OPEN 3.30PM
from the Silverhand offe MUSIC FROM 5PM
Estate ‘
\ n

qY ) Q¥s
Pre/order a pic |c,a £5(00  pe head\or rin

‘ A - ni
\I ‘L $ ; kr%\m 'L P-AYY 93 n. ﬁ ﬁ%h \

Y\ * Advance tickets only, contact 07960 273913 or J

o) AT . t
vy s Semailnichola@gmailcom st ) oY )|
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