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From the Rev’d Pam Davies

Dear Friends,

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has
passed away; behold, the new has come.

The beginning of a new year can be a funny old time! For some it is full of
excitement for plans to come...for some it’s a bleak time where the
thought of another year, going through the motions without a loved one
just seems so hard.... for some the new year just seems a big anti-climax
after all the busyness of Advent and Christmas...the bills are coming in and
it’s getting cold!

And yet, we are filled with hope. We hope that this year will be somehow
different and perhaps better than the last one. We hope that we can im-
prove our lives for the better...maintain or improve our health...maintain
or improve our finances....keep in touch and perhaps enjoy many more
happy times with loved ones, friends and family.

As the days become quieter after the busyness of Christmas, we can find
ourselves thinking about past times...reflecting on the good and bad bits of
our lives. | encourage us to do this and to do it prayerfully. | want to en-
courage each one of us to look at the health of our relationships with each
other. Are they in a good state or do they need some attention?

We must also look at the health of our relationship with Jesus Christ. Are
we a good disciple or have we lapsed a bit as the years roll by? | think we all
might lapse...we all might stray a bit from the straight road...The Way, The
Truth and The Life which is Jesus Christ.

Continued on next page



Life today, no matter what we think, is pressured. There are subtle pres-
sures on us from the media...from our work colleagues...from our friends
and families that cause us to get our priorities confused; that maybe cause
us to put our relationship with God on the backburner for a while.

This New Year 2025...this month...I urge us to wipe the slate clean, to
make a fresh start in our discipleship with Jesus.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has
passed away; behold, the new has come.

Let us get our diaries and calendars out and mark dates when we will attend
the church activities... commit to attend the Wednesday Morning Service at
Sole Street....or maybe to attend church every week.......

It’s time to welcome Jesus right back into the centre of our lives again be-
cause Jesus is our hope. He is waiting for each one of us

Let us start the New Year becoming a new creation in Christ.

Blessings

Rev Pam




Do you remember the ‘Millennium Bug’?
By Tim Lenton

It was 25 years ago, on | January 2000, that the calendar switched over to
the year 2000, with no major computer problems from the Y2K
“Millennium Bug”.

The Y2K bug was a computer flaw involving software and hardware that
might have caused problems when dealing with dates beyond 31* Decem-
ber, 1999. This was because, for storage reasons, there had been a practice
of using two figures for dates — for instance 78 instead of 1978. It was there-
fore feared that 00 for 2000 might be interpreted as 1900, with chaos re-
sulting in the power industry, transportation or anywhere that computers
were critical.

When this potential problem was recognised — surprisingly late, in the mid-
1990s — a great deal of money was poured into preventing it from happen-
ing, particularly by countries like the USA and Australia, as well as the UK.

Other countries, such as Russia, South Korea and Italy, spent almost noth-
ing on the problem. Ironically, they suffered no more in the end than those
who invested many millions, because it turned out that there were very few
difficulties.

A nuclear energy facility in Japan experienced failure in its radiation equip-
ment, but backup facilities ensured there was no danger. Missile launches
were detected in Russia and attributed to the Y2K bug, but the launches
had been planned as part of Russia's conflict in Chechnya.

Because of the lack of disastrous outcomes, many people dismissed the Y2K
bug as a hoax or an end-of-the-world cult. A small number of fundamentalist
Christians had been interpreting the whole issue as apocalyptic, involving
the breakdown of society, the Last Days and the subsequent Second Com-

ing.

Similar computer problems had been predicted for other years, for similar
but obviously not identical reasons. They include 1975, 1999, 2010, 2022
and — wait for it — 2038.
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Girlguiding Brown Ies
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Cobham Brownies
(Tuesday evenings during term time only at The Meadow
Rooms, Cobham)

At Brownies, we welcome all girls from 7 to 10 years old for
non-stop fun, learning and adventure. Brownies get to explore their cre-
ative side, get out into the great outdoors, and start to learn to look
after themselves, others and the world we live in.

Please email Wendy Ostridge (wendy.minister@googlemail.com) if you
would like more information about |** Cobham Brownies or register

your interest through the Girlguiding website at
www.girlguiding.org.uk/joinus/ and selecting |** Cobham Brownies.

We look forward to meeting new members for our new term in
January.

Luddesdown & District Rights of Way Group.

We are a small friendly group that usually walks from The Cock Inn, Henley
Street, Luddesdown, Gravesend DAI3 0XB, at | lam on Wednesdays. We
walk at a gentle pace for some 90 minutes in beautiful countryside. Occa-
sionally we lead weekend walks.

With four Socials a year in Luddesdown Village Hall and a twice yearly
Newsletter, we would be delighted if you joined us for a walk or two.
Becoming a member costs £7 per person a year.

Please contact Walks Co-ordinator Janet Ferguson, preferably by

email janetferguson@hotmail.fr . lan Sheridan, Acting Chairman,
07951 927 517
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SOLE STREET WI wishes you all a healthy, happy New Year !

Our members ended on a high note of optimism last year, having com-
pleted two very successful fund raising events - the Pre-loved Sale for
the St Mary’s Church Room and our Craft Stall at Meopham Autumn
Fayre.

This was frivolously followed by our
informal Christmas meeting, held at
South Street Baptist Church, at the invi-
tation of our member Kathy, who is the
Deacon there. irresistible silly specta-
cles & hats from crackers.

The serious business conducted at the meeting was concluded by vote
and discussion on the four topics promulgated by National Federation
for 2025 campaign :

. Eliminating landfill of medical packaging
. Bystanders can be lifesavers

. Let’s talk about incontinence

) Join the repair revolution

We will celebrate the New Year with lunch at our current host venue
The Railway Inn. It is hoped that the renovation of the SMCR will be
completed for our meeting on Tuesday 25th February, so time and ven-
ue TBC. Our speaker will be Gill Smaggasgale, telling us all about
“Walking 1000 Miles in Lockdown”.

For further information on all our activities please tel Yvonne 01474
813455, Molly Isaacs
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Complete W Law

Complete Family Law Ltd is a modern and
innovative law firm based in north Kent. We can
offer appointments at our offices, via remote
methods including Zoom or telephone, with home
visits also available.

With our friendly team of expert Solicitors
and Legal Executives,
Complete Family Law can assist with:

- Divorce
*Wills and Probate

*Financial Applications

* Children Issues and Applications
*Disputes between unmarried couples
*Family Law Act Applications (Injunctions)
- Disputes within the wider family
‘Lasting Powers of Attorney

0330 223 2016 (Brasted & Cobham)
0330 223 2018 (Otford)

info@completefamilylawltd.co.uk
www.completefamilylawltd.co.uk
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Cobham

Gardeners
Society

Gardeners announce their 2025 Programme of Events & Shows
Cobham Gardeners’ Society in early December held their annual AGM and
Christmas Get Together which was well attended. After the formal busi-
ness of the AGM, Liz Jardine, Chairman of Cobham Gardeners, presented
2024 award winners with their trophies, members then enjoyed a festive
catch-up with fellow members with Christmas nibbles and a drink.

In addition, Liz announced the launch of our programme of Expert Speaker
Talks & Shows for 2025, all talks and shows are held at The Meadow Room
and are as follows:

Wednesday 19" February, 7pm — talk Caroline Halfpenny — Plants for
Health and Healing

Wednesday 12* March, 7pm - talk Steve Edney — The Kitchen Garden
Saturday 29" March — Spring Show

Wednesday 14" May — Hanging Basket Workshop by Liz Jardine

Saturday 7" June — Summer Show

Wednesday 4™ June — coach trip to RHS Hyde Hall. £10 for members and
£15 for non-members, more information email cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk
Saturday 13" September — Autumn Show

Wednesday 8" October — talk Dr John Hughes ; Monet, Painter & Gardener
Wednesday 3™ December — AGM & Christmas Get Together
Non-members are welcome at the talks and pay £3. Viewing of shows free
to all.

Gardeners’ events get started with a talk by Caroline Halfpenny on
Wednesday 19" February at 7pm entitled “Plants for Health & Healing”.
Caroline looks at plants that are found in many gardens and in the wild that
have been used to improve our health and wellbeing throughout histo-

ry. Some of the plants with healing properties within your own garden may
surprise you! Entry is free to members and non-members are welcome and
pay only £3.

You can buy Membership of Cobham Gardeners at any time ... and get sav-
ings at local garden centres straight away to help with all those garden jobs.
You can apply for membership via the Gardeners’ e-mail, cob-
hamgs@hotmail.co.uk. Membership is a modest £10 for the year — money
you more than get back from free entry into all Gardeners’ expert speaker
talks and savings quality plants at local garden centres.
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Cobham

Gardeners’
Society

January - Often The coldest month

January might be the middle of winter but as the days lengthen the garden
starts to grow. Now is a great time to plan for the coming gardening year
and to order seeds and plants. Enjoy the fresh air, on dry sunny days, and
check your winter protection, stakes, ties and supports are still working
after any severe weather. Also put out food for birds and leave some gar-
den areas uncut, a little longer, to provide shelter for wildlife in your gar-
den.

RHS - Top 10 jobs this month

Recycle your Christmas tree by shredding it for mulch
Clean pots and greenhouses ready for spring

Dig over any vacant plots that have not been dug already
Disperse worm casts in lawns

Inspect stored tubers of Dahlia, Begonia and Canna for rots or drying
out

Prune apple and pear trees

Start forcing rhubarb

Plan your vegetable crop rotations for the coming season
Keep putting out food and water for hungry birds

Make a polythene shelter for outdoor peaches and nectarines, to pro-
tect against peach leaf curl

Buckingham Palace opens its front gates to tourists

Next time you are in London, you can pop into Buckingham Palace. And for
the first time, starting this month (January) tourists visiting the iconic build-
ing will be welcomed to walk in through the front gates and then proceed
across the famous forecourt.

It is part of the King’s vision to give people greater access to Buckingham
Palace. You can also now book a 90-minute guided tour, from January to
May, to have a more in-depth look at the history of the rooms in the East
Wing.

For more information go to: https://www.buckinghampalace.co.uk/
buckingham-palace-tours.php
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Prestige Property Maintenance
Old fashioned standards of customer service and a
high quality craftsman finish to all work undertaken

¢ Repairs and renovations, internal and external
¢ Painting, decorating and tiling

Shelving and cuphoards made to measure
Furniture and fitted kitchen repairs and restorations
Gardening, fencing, paths and patios

No job too small - References available on request

Contact Kevin by telephone or email to arrange a visit to discuss your requirements

Telephone: 07765 405641 Email: prestigemaintenance@outlook.com

THE MEADOW ROOM
COBHAM LUDDESDOWN PARISH

COUNCIL
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE Meetings will be held at 7.30pm on

Hire rates start at £36.50 for a Monday
session

Annual Parish Meeting on |7th March
Contact us or visit the website for J| 2025 and the Annual Meeting on Mon-
full details day |19th May 2025

Discount for parish residents All meetings will be taking place at

Luddesdown Village Hall.

For bookings, call
07460242304 For details of Cobham

PC’s Meetings
Visit

Or email
bookings@meadowroom.org.uk
www.meadowroom.org.uk http://www.cobham-kent-
Registered Charity No 228007 pc.gov.uk/
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Funeral Service S

The oldest independently owned and family run
funeral directors in Gravesend and surrounding towns

Especially for the first time, any time of the day or night vou can talk to us
We will attend to evervthing, we can provide for all of vour requirements
We have a private chapel of rest and can provide a fleet of Hearses and
Limousines to compliment a dignified occasion

19 DARNLEY ROAD, GRAVESEND, KENT, DA11 ORZ

24 howr personal service
parking available on site O 1 474 3 5 22 6 1

bespake funeral plans
Email: officefcilewissolomon.co.uk
www.lewissolomon.co.uk

®
GULLANDS

SOLICITORS

Agricultural and Farming Law Commercial Property
Farm Sales and Purchases Construction Law
Conveyancing Landlord and Tenant
Divorce and Family Dispute Resolution
Employment Law Company and Commercial Law
Wills, Estates and Tax Planning Health & Safety Prosecutions
Accident Claims Business Defence
’ Medical Negligence Licensing
Criminal Law Notarial Services

Road Traffic Offences  jnfo@gullands.com www.gullands.com

Whitehall Place | 47 The Terrace | Gravesend | Kent | DA12 2DL | 01474 887688
16 Mill Street | Maidstone | Kent | MEIS5 6XT | 01622 689700
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BELL RINGING by Peter Hartley

In the centuries old embrace of Cobham College the future is yet to
come, the present is here and the past is known. Glancing back into the
recent past and the autumn St. Margaret’s, Rochester arranged a day’s
ringing down Thanet way. We began by the grey cold looking North Sea
at Westgate-on-Sea. The church was consecrated in 1884 but the bells
only arrived in 1975 having come from Holy Cross, Canterbury. Four of
the bells were cast by Joseph Hatch in the early 17" century who also cast
four of our Cobham bells.

In the parish church at Birchington past the grave of Dante Gabriel Ros-
setti it was a climb up the vertical ladder behind the organ into the ringing
room for a ring on their eight bells. All Saints, Whitstable was rebuilt in
1875 and has a chancel enhanced by the work of Omar Ramsden. After a
ring it was good to walk along the seafront with an ice cream and gaze at
the still active oyster beds.

In 1310 the parish of Herne was carved out of the vast parish of Reculver
and Nicholas Ridley was a vicar. There is a brass inscription to Samuel
Weller May and he was a friend of Charles Dickens who gave the Chris-
tian names to one of his immortal characters. The bells were augmented
to eight in 201 |. The church at Hernhill looks across the village green and
we rang the eight bells which were rehung in 1997. As the light faded an
enjoyable ringing day came to an end.

In November at Cobham we rang a 45 minute quarter peal of Plain Bob
Doubles and Grandsire Doubles to send our best wishes to friend and
fellow ringer Nigel Pagram. Our ringing was also to thank all who helped
achieve the restoration of our bells thirty years ago and as part of the
Kent County Association of Change Ringers, Rochester District, annual
November Quarter Peal Month.

Ringing is an enjoyable hobby and a service to the church. It involves skill,
concentration and team work to ring the required changes in the order in
which the bells ring out in accordance with the various methods
(patterns/tunes) being rung. If only world affairs could be ordered and
conducted with a similar spirit of harmony and co-operation. Whatever
may come to pass in 2025 the toast remains a Happy New Year.

13



CAPABLE

— CLEANERS —

Professional Domestic Cleaning
Services

Are you a busy mum?
Working long hours?
Just need extra help?
Give us a call for reliable
DBS checked staff and

fully insured service!
07545 455742
sophie@capablecleaners.co.uk

www.capablecleaners.co.uk

British O
Acupuncture
Council Member

LUDDESDOWN
VILLAGE HALL

The hire charges are as follows:
from £40 per session (please visit

our website for full details)
Concessions for
parishioners

and members of

LUDDESDOWN SOCIETY

For bookings and enquiries please
contact:
Colin Dickens 07460 242304 or

email lvhbooking@gmail.com
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Thursday Fellowship.

The Fellowship is 20years old in January and we are celebrating with
a members' Dinner in the St. John's Centre, Meopham on

30" January. The nature of the costs and catering means that we are
not able to invite others to this, but most of our meetings are open
and all are welcome.

A .y -
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e

The I** South Street BBGA Company meets every Friday evening dur-
ing term time 6pm-7.30pm at South Street Baptist Church, Wrotham Road,
Meopham, DAI3 0Q](next to Hope Hill). The first meeting in the New Year
is on 17" January 2025. Boys and girls aged 5-18 years old are invited to
join us for games and challenges, art, craft, cooking, nature and science ac-
tivities and Bible stories. The weekly subscription is £2.

The young people also have opportunities for kayaking, canoeing and stand-
up paddle boarding at the Boys Brigade Water Activities Centre in Ton-
bridge, as well as summer camps at the Honey Hill Boys Brigade Campsite
in Maidstone. Please visit www.BOYS-BRIGADE.org.uk for more infor-
mation about Boys Brigade.

South Street Baptist Church Sunday morning services at all begin at
10.45am and finish about midday, with refreshments afterwards. The Family
Service and BBGA Church Parade will be on Sunday 26™ January. Everyone
is very welcome to join us.

SONG TIME meets every Monday morning 9.45am-1 lam for families
with babies and toddlers under five. The first meeting in the New Year will
be on Monday |13" January. There is a good variety of toys, including a slide
and ball pool, craft, musical instruments, singing and refreshments. Family
admission is £1.

The Family Games Afternoon will be on Saturday 18" January 2pm-
4pm, with table tennis, pool, indoor archery, curling and lots of board
games including Scrabble. Free admission. Please visit
www.southstreetbaptist.org.uk for more information about all the
activities at the church or ring 01474 815039.
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. Meopham Library Writing Group The next meeting of the Meopham

! Library Writing Group is on Thursday 2™ January 2025 at |0am. The fol-
'lowing meetings will be on 6 February, 6™ March and 3" April. Each month
:there is a different writing theme, such as “Turning Point” which can be
1used as a starting point for a poem, short story or an article. There is also a
| writing challenge, which involves everyone choosing a word and then trying
| to make a sentence or two, using as few words as possible, but including

1 every word chosen.

! In December, one of the writing group members brought along her newly

! published children’s book, which had been beautifully illustrated by a profes-
! i sional artist. Other members over the years have published anthologies of

| poetry and even novels. Anyone who is interested in writing either as a be-
| ginner or more experienced writer, is warmly invited to join our small,

| friendly group. Creative writing is a very enjoyable activity, which can also

! be used to record special family memories and it can be very therapeutic
|for people who have been bereaved, or who are facing challenging times.
 Please ring 01474 813379 for more information, or just turn up at

i Meopham Library on 2™ January. New members are always very welcome!
1

"It's worth getting to church an hour early
to grab a pew by the electric socket."
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Funeral Service

Winifred Florence MILNER (known as
Win, previously of Luddesdown Parish)
was born on the 3" May 1929 and died on
the 10" October 2024 at the age of 95
years old. Win’s funeral service took place
at Thames View Crematorium on the 31*
October. Our condolences and prayers
go to Win’s family and friends.

Funeral Service

June Maureen PULLEN (a member of
Cobham Church) was born on the 17
June 1935 and died on the 18" October
2024 at the age of 89 years old. June’s
funeral service took place at Thames View
Crematorium on the 29" November
2024. The service was conducted by The
Rev’d Canon Chris Stone.

Our condolences and prayers go to
June’s daughter Linda, son Shane and
their families and friends.

THE TUESDAY POP-IN

Meetings are held at the Leather Bottle on the second Tuesday
of the month from 10.30 till 12 noon; all are welcome to join us
for a relaxed chat and coffee.

Next pop-in Tuesday |4th January.

CONTACT: MARY PALMER—01474816788

17




St John’s Meopham with St Mildred’s Nurstead

Church Services January 2025

Wednesday Ist January No - 10am Holy Communion

Sunday 5th January 9.45am All Age Worship at St John’s
I 1.30am Holy Communion at St Mildred’s

Wednesday 8th January |10am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

Sunday |2th January 9.45am Holy Communion at St John’s
I 1.30am Mattins at St Mildred’s

Wednesday |5th January |0am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

Sunday 19th January 9.45am Morning Worship at St John’s
I'l.15am Churches Prayer Meeting at St John’s Centre

Wednesday 22nd January |0am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

Sunday 26th January 9.45am Holy Communion at St John’s
I'1.30am Family Service at St Mildred’s

Wednesday 29th January No 10am Holy Communion
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Cobham, Luddesdowne and Sole Street

Church Services during January

Y ' 7
e

'ﬁ‘
Sunday 5% January

10:30am Holy Communion (BCP), Cobham

Sunday 2" January

10:30am Holy Communion, Luddesdowne

Sunday 19* January

10:30am Holy Communion, Cobham

4pm Flame, Cobham

Sunday 26* January

10:30am Holy Communion, Luddesdowne

Midweek services in Sole Street

At The Railway Inn, in the Restaurant area.
9:30am 8* Holy Communion
Informal Morning Prayer

15% 22" and 29* January
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TWO WOMEN EVENTS

CHINA CRISIS

S

THURSDAY 24TH APRIL 2025

St Mary Magdalene Church Cobham KENT
Tickets in advance £30.50 on www.twowomenevents.com
7pm for 7:30 start
Fully Licensed Bar (cash only), public car park nearby

Contact: info@twowomenevents.com

CHIROPODIST

HOME VISITING SERVICE

FOOT CARE AND ADVICE

IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

HCPC registered chiropodist/podiatrist with over 20
years’ experience

Anna Mapp MSSCh MBChA
01474 812494 or 07977 465452

anna.mapp773@gmail.com
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/l '\)) HEDGE & FENCING

SPECIALIST

© ALL HEDGES AND SHRUBS TRIMMED, REDUCED AND REMOVED
& STUMP GRINDING SERVICE

© ALL STYLES OF FENCING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

© SLEEPERS AND DECKING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

& ALL STYLES OF GATES SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

TREE STUMP
MHL) REMOVAL
SERVICES

O FULLY INSURED
O REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER

© FREE ESTIMATES Q
CALL MATTHEW ON: OREMAIL #

07796 41 6607 mhlgurden.care@yuhoo.co.uk

OR 01732 822467
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COBHAM & LUDDESDOWN W.I.

Our annual Festive Tea at the beginning of December proved to be an en-
tertaining and enjoyable preliminary to Christmas for everyone. The only
things missing were the crackers, which had been abandoned this year. We
still had the silly paper hats and a small gift but we had to make up the corny
jokes ourselves (some were more successful at this than others). The more
nervous among us appreciated the lack of the snaps as crackers were pulled
and were so often accompanied by minor injuries and accidents when glass-
es were knocked over, plates and cutlery ended up on the floor, etc. There
was, as usual, plenty of food, most of which had kindly been donated by our
members. To start the afternoon off, we welcomed back a much expanded
and even more enthusiastic choir from Cobham Primary School, who enter-
tained us with some delightful Christmas songs, together with some skilful
translation of their words into British Sign Language, which added another
dimension to their presentation. The singing was beautiful and we were
even treated to some delightful solo voices by some of the braver choir
members. A great deal of practice had obviously been put into this presen-
tation and the children were a real credit to their teachers and to their
school, evidenced by the enthusiastic and appreciative round of applause
that they received.

We have a really interesting mix of activities lined up for out monthly meet-
ings this year, starting with some gentle Chair Exercises on January 8th and
on February 5th Jackie Simmonds will be giving a talk entitled ‘My Life as a
Tiller Girl — An Original London Palladium Tiller Girl’. On March 5th Sue
Oaten will be coming along to demonstrate flower arranging which we hope
will inspire some beautiful displays at our Spring Show in April.

We meet on the first Wednesday of each month (except August) from 2pm
until 4pm at the Meadow Room, The Street, Cobham. (This year we will be
meeting on the second Wednesday of January, due to New Year’s Day fall-

ing on the first Wednesday). Visitors and new
members are always welcome.

For information please email the secretary at

cobhamluddesdown@wkfwi.org.uk
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CELLAR
DOOR

W

SILV€RHAND
T ESTATE

Experience the welcoming atmosphere of the Silverhand
Estate Cellar Door, where every visit reveals the unique

stories behind our exceptional wines.

Wednesday - Sunday .
11:00 - 18:00

Friday

11:00 - 21:00

Silverhand Estate Cellar Door, Luddesdown Rd,
Luddesdown, Gravesend, DAI3 OXE

R +44 (0)330 122 5290 silverhandestate

R +44 (0330122 5290 thelionluddesdown

WSOV
(SP IRKIING

f silverhandestate silverhandestate.com

new Chf
NEW MENU

Restaurant Hours
Wednesday - Saturday | 12-3PM | 6-10PM

The Lion, Luddesdown Rd, Luddesdown,
Gravesend DAI3 OXE

)OK NOW

f The Lion Luddesdown thelionluddesdown.com




LUDDESDOWN SOCIETY

@ A

Free Event

Tlam

Luddesdown Village-Hall
Mulled Wine on Arrival e 10.30am
= Soup & 'Jacket Potato on Return
s MiDogs Welcome

o 4

% X

IT Solutions Kent Ltd
IT Support -
CCTV - Networking

0333 050 2446

support@itsk.co.uk

COBHAM TREE
SURGERY

All aspects of work undertaken
Tall & Dangerous Trees
Hedge trimming
£5 million Public liability insurance
Most waste organically recycled

Call for a free quotation:
07789261474

Stuart@cobhamtreesurgery.co.uk

WWW.COBHAMTREESURGERY.CO.UK
KCC TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED

24



mailto:support@itsk.co.uk
mailto:Stuart@cobhamtreesurgery.co.uk

It can be a bit gloomy after Christmas, so maybe we need a bit of January Jollity!
When | was younger, | got my jollity in spades from those old hand-drawn car-
toons that were a staple of television back then! I'm not sure that anything has
made me laugh quite so much since then!

The Cartoons of Old

Didn’t we love those cartoons of old?

The faintly ridiculous stories they told!

Of cats chasing mice, and dogs chasing cats

Wile E Coyote and his Road Runner traps

That never succeeded, or trapped him instead

We laughed at disaster ‘cos no one was dead!
Donald Duck, Mickey Mouse, or dear old Bugs Bunny

There’s nothing today that is nearly so funny!

Dastardly, Muttley, in those great Wacky Races,

Whose schemes always left them both sunk without traces;
Or Fred of the Flintstones, and Wilma, and Barney

We laughed at their tales of prehistory blarney!

The unending feuding of Tom and of Jerry

Which always succeeded in making us merry!

Those hand-drawn cartoons made us rock like a jelly

Who needed computers to bring us good telly?

By Nigel Beeton @
o'y
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Consilio

Partnership

/V
Garden Design - gardens tailored {o ) your needs
Landscaping - fulllandscaping sefvice
Garden Maintenance - regular visits to one off tidy-ups

Consilio offer a comprehensive range of
garden services through our team of fully
quallfled & experienced profesﬁ’onals

O

4
Lé‘ﬁdscapmg Services include:
driveways-patios-fencing-decking-
water features-planting-turfing-etc.

Please contact us with your enquiry or ask a member of staff

01474 247 Q77
O3 11 381858

enq@consiliopartnership.com
www.consiliopartnership.com
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North Kent Embroiderers

Hello Everyone,

Our last meeting was the ‘Four Corners’ stitching. This
meant that three corners of the room were allocated
each to a different embroidery task whilst the fourth
was a free choice, either to do your own work or to
sit and chat and drink tea! Most of us decided to use

3 the occasion to sew under the guidance of either An-
gela, Veronica or Lis who had each planned a little pro-
ject for those who had signed up to do. Angela was
teaching her group how to make a little pop open
purse like the ones that Callisto had shown us during a
previous talk. Veronica’s group’s task was to make a
felt tree decoration and Lis was showing her group
how to stitch an embroidered panel for a Christmas
card, like the one you can see here. The session was
well attended and everyone seemed pleased with what they had achieved
(even if we went away with some homework to do). These sewing ses-
sions are always a good opportunity to get to know each other and for our
new members to see how the group works.
The other main activity of the afternoon was
the swapping of our ‘postcards’. You may re-
member that the idea of these is for those who
wish to take part to embroider a postcard size
piece using the theme given for each month.
The theme for the month in question was
“Remembrance” so you can imagine that there were many poppies to be
seen, | have added a picture of Angela’s piece here, which as you can see is
embroidered with poppies and daisies using a beautiful combination of col-
lage and stitching techniques, together with a painted background.
If you would like to join our group or would just like to find out a bit more
about us then please pay us a visit - look at our website
https://northkentembroiderers.co.uk/
or email us at: info@northkentembroiderers.co.uk
or contact our Chairman, Eileen on 01474 324734 Happy C
stitching, Karen All photos with permission.
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Absolute DIY Services ]()HN GREEN
All aspects of DIY covered, from DEC ()R LTD

hanging a blind to a complete

room makeover, painting / l
decorating, flooring, flat pack
assembly, no job too small, and

all at

N ALL ASPECTS OF PAINTING
competitive AND DECORATING
prices. INCLUDING WALLPAPER

HANGING, PAINT
EFFECTS AND SPRAYING
Darren Lawrence wicd) (MR LA ST

Sole Street, =
07841 51 8255 f 01474 812853

Stephen P Gay MEDWAY METALS LTD
Memorials Inc.

Horlocks Buyers of all scrap

metal & car batteries

QUICK PAYMENT

<

SPECIALISTS IN MONUMENTAL 01634 297423
MASONRY
120 Old Road West
G ravesend UNIT 6 SHAMEL PARK, MEDWAY CENTRE EST.

COMMISSIONERS ROAD, STROOD

Kent, DAIIl OLR
Tel: 01474 321003

ME2 4HQ
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Killing Comparison:
Reject the Lie You Aren't Good Enough and Live Confident in

Who God Made You to Be
By Nona Jones, Zondervan, £16.86

If you find yourself with feelings of insecurity, sure that others are better off
or more worthy than you are...then you'’re in good company! In today’s
image-driven world, nearly all of us deal with the struggles of comparison
and self-worth.

Nona Jones knows this mindset all too well. Throughout her life and in her
recent career as an executive for the world's largest social media company,
Nona discovered how true confidence can only be achieved by defeating
comparative thinking and securing our identity to God's approval alone.

Join Pastor Nona Jones as she provides a fresh, biblically rooted perspective
on the age-old human habit of comparing oneself to others. Killing Compari-
son will give you the tools you need to: determine your true source of self-
worth; develop practical ways to conquer daily comparison; learn how

to control social media instead of letting it control you; and discover how
to accomplish your dreams without comparing yourself at every turn.

Through practical insight and
down-to-earth encouragement,
Nona helps you avoid the despair
of comparison and pursue a life
inspired by the one who made us
in his image.




All Seasons garden Maintenance

Local and reliable service
Grass and Hedge cutting, Border Maintenance, Pruning
Pressure washing,
Full public liability insurance
References available from existing customers
Contact John - Home: 01322 423063 (Based in Gravesend)

Mobile: 07951 429175 Email: boaz26@live.co.uk

APEX PEST CONTROL
Mole catching, Wasp nests, Rodents

24/7 service

Cobham
arquees

AtTENTively Yours...

Here to provide you with a fully personalised service

Catering for garden parties, corporate and sporting events
High specification - best quality equipment used

Site survey and no obligation quotation

Freephone 0800 389 8298
Office 01474 815150 Mobile 07766 681151
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- Robin

%: Hunter

Tree Surgery
Garden Design
Fencing & Gares

Tel: 07775 971380
Email: robinhunt1@ hotmail.co.uk

ce

™V ddmg hair available ort%est

i Hair extension by appoin (Tuesday only)

B/Late Evenings (Monday & Thqfsaays
£5OFF PERMS & COLOURING

o WITHTHIS ADVERT s
= =

p o

HAIR STYU"S"TS
Station Approach, Meopham, Kent -
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Harvel House Farm

Harvel House Farm Shop
Harvel House Cafe
Fruit & Veg Shop
Sweets Shop
Pizza & Grill

www.harvelhousefarm.co.uk

Harvel House, Harvel Lane, Harvel Rd, Meopham
Gravesend, DA13 0DH

f HarvelHouseFarmShop harvelfarmshop g 01474 814433




I love my little garden, so it was nice to learn some exciting
news; this coming Spring Monty Don (the bloke off the tele) is going to
design a garden for dogs for the Chelsea Flower Show. The garden will
include a well-kept lawn for doggie comfort, and a large tree for shade.
For the dog’s human friends, there will be spring-flowering bulbs.

The garden is part of a collaboration of Radio 2 and the Royal Horticul-
tural Society (RHS). It will also include a brick path inscribed with the
names of the dogs belonging to the Queen (Jack Russell terriers Beth and
Bluebell), the channel’s presenters, RHS ambassadors and Monty Don’s
retriever, Ned. It is nice to remember, in some way, the Ee:,,,t_s ta, ou
have loved. We have a little dog statue and a rose y 'l
bush In our garden to remember dear old Harvey.

| will not be spending too long in the garden R
while it is so cold, but | know that the editor likes my ~ . &
company when she is putting food out for the birds ¥
or sweeping up the leaves!

Keep warm and have sweet dreams of sunnier times
in the garden.

Love and licks Paddy x
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Need a Plumber?

Your local plumber is

Graham Hickson

Reliable, prompt and reasonable prices

20% discount on labour with this magazine

Graham Hickson

07968 551 562 g.hickson@btinternet.com

VAT Sole Free Trader

Based I Cobham
covering all kent

~ Buitioh Witl Witews

07942999010
hiipe//www btishwillwriters.com

ADVERTISING RATES IN THE MAGAZINE
Page Size | Year 6 months | month Dimensions (mm)

Wills & Trusts
Powers o1 Attomey

Totally Confidential

Friendly and Professional
Free Consultafion

Vs page  £60 £36 £13 W65 H:90
Vapage  £105  £56 £18 W:135 H:90
Fullpage £195  £100 £34 W:135 H: 185

Con act JI n g#lvc%aéeg on 01732 823936

tinternet.com
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Word Search - Gifts of the Wise Men

What about their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh? One Victorian
scholar has offered a possible explanation. He was the Rev John Henry Hop-
kins, an American Episcopalian minister, who in 1857 wrote the much-loved
Christmas carol, ‘We Three Kings of Orient Are’.

Gold, said John Henry Hopkins, was a gift that would have been given to a
king. Frankincense had traditionally been brought by priests as they wor-
shipped God in the Temple. Myrrh was a spice that the ancients used in pre-
paring bodies for burial.

If that is true, then you could say that the Wise Men, in choosing their gifts
for this infant, honoured Jesus with gold because He was King of the Jews,
with frankincense because He was to be worshipped as divine, and with
myrrh, because He would also become a sacrifice and die for His people.
The Wise Men were the very first Gentiles ever to worship Jesus. What
faith they had!

Gifts Gold Frankincense Myrrh Henry Hopkins Carol Three Kings
Orient Worship Temple Spice Ancients Bodies Burial Honoured

Divine Sacrifice Die Gentile faith
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Cobham
(R /i Gardeners'
) oA { S Society

Meetings &Léhows at the Meadow Room in Dickensian Cobham, Kent
SatNav DA123BZ Registered Charity No 228007

Wé&hesday 19th February 2025 - 7pm
Plants For Health & Healing

Caroline Halfpenny takes a look at plants that are found in many gardens and
in the wild that have been used to improve our health and wellbeing through out
history. Some of the plants with healing properties within your own garden may
surprise you!

Members free - non members £3

Sharing a love of gardening ... locally

Contact us cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk
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