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Hello everyone - welcome to the June edition of CLN.

The gardens of the parishes are looking lovely as grass is kept tidy and
flowers and buds are blooming. The wild garden areas are also looking
cheerful as they attract all kinds of wildlife.

| hope you get a chance to walk around our beautiful parishes and enjoy
the lovely countryside and points of interest, we are so lucky.
Wishing you sunny days ahead—Tina

A letter from the Vicar

My Dear Friends,
June is bustin' out all over
All over the meadow and the hill
Buds're bustin' outa bushes
And the rompin' river pushes
Ev'ry little wheel that wheels beside the mill
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: A song taken from the film ‘Carousel’ and it always reminds me of summer. X
1 A time when we see the garden filled with colour and brightness. We look !
| forward to being outside enjoying (we hope) good weather. Summer is !
Ivery often a time when we take holidays of rest, things start to feel much |
1more easier to deal with and life just seems that little bit :
| brighter. '
! 1
! 1
1 Summer can also show up those parts of our homes which may need a !
! fresh lick of paint, repair or a full renovation of an area which is now start- 1
ting to look well sad for itself. |
1

! 1
1 This summer we hope to see the refurbishment of Saint Mary's Room '
1 Sole St. It has been a hard long road for many faithful people over the past !
I 12 years to raise funds for this to happen. It's not been without its hiccups, !
! upsets, and disagreements but perseverance and faith have got them to this 1
1 point in time. :
1

1
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| Perseverance is something that is everyone's to gain but many people do not
'want to work for it. After all, wouldn't it be great if we could all be strong and
|fearless in the face of adversity and enduring hardship came natural to us. But this
1is not how life works. Perseverance has to be earned and built through many tri-
1als and tough decisions. And this is the same for our faith. The testing of our

1 faith may not be pleasant, but it produces an important fruit, the ability to stand

I stronger the next time we are tested, so how can this be?

1

: First of all, when our faith is tested, we realise just how dependent we are upon

1 God. We've come to the end of our rope, and we come to accept there's noth-
1ing we can do to save ourselves. If life was always perfect and painless than we

1 would never know how powerful the grace of God is. It is by trials that we come
! to understand that we are weak and our strength comes from Christ, who will

I never fail us and so, as we face more trials in the future. We can be confident
:that just as God helped us before He will help us again.

1

| The testing of our faith also gives us wisdom. The first time we encounter difficul-
I ty, it can be easy to feel overwhelmed. Everything is uncertain I'm not sure which
:choices to make or how to react in the best way. As it turns out much of life is
|tr|al and error. But the lessons we learned along the way aren't just a coinci-
|dence On the contrary, God’s plan for all our lives is divinely orchestrated. He

i knows exactly what we need to learn and how we need to learn it.

1

[}

! So when we find ourselves struggling with faith in a situation, we can draw upon
Ithe experiences we've already faced and what God has taught us in the past.

| Romans 5:3-4 says

1 ‘more than that we rejoice in our sufferings knowing that suffering produces persever-
' ance and e perseverance produces character and character produces hope’.
1
1

! Rejoicing in suffering sounds nearly impossible, but it is what we're called to do as
lfoIIowers of Christ. We can persevere with even greater strength then the rest

! 1 of the world, because we have an advantage that they don't, faith in Jesus Christ.

| Even when this faith is tested and we find ourselves wrestling with doubt, we

1 know that all our suffering creates perseverance as we go through life.

1 All we have to do is

! ‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart

1 and lean not on your own understanding;

: in all your ways submit to him,

\ and he will make your paths straight’

' Proverbs 3:5-6

:
1
1

Your sincere friend and minister Rev Pam



Hedgehogs in our Gardens

One balmy evening two years ago as | was sitting in my
courtyard garden just as the sun was setting, enjoying a
glass of chilled wine when | heard ‘rustling’ from behind me.
(ohorne Wildlife | Thinking it might be a rat, | froze! But, trundling along
) amongst the plants was a very healthy looking, big, fat
hedgehog, | was very relieved and also very excited!
How fantastic that we should have visiting hedgehogs in our gardens . |
immediately got a plate of cat food (I was already feeding a cat or two and
some foxes) and placed it on the ground as close as | could to where he was
and sat back down on my bench.
| watched him for about an hour as he munched the food and explored the
garden. | was hooked!
When my sons asked me what | wanted for Christmas | had no hesitation in
replying ‘A Hedgehog House and a Wildlife Camera please’. | now have two
houses hidden amongst the bushes for their hibernation.
Now, at least 2, maybe 3 visiting hogs come at the same time each evening,
you could almost set your clocks by them. One definitely is returning each
season as | can see from the camera footage that he has particular markings
on one side of his body.
The plate has recently been replaced by a feeding station allowing the hogs
to feed without having to share the food with visiting cats and foxes and |
have photos of the fox and hedgehog almost feeding from the same plate at
the same time but now | feed the foxes in a different area of the garden, so
everything is happy!
| place the camera in different locations over a period of weeks and check
the footage regularly on my computer, capturing the hogs travelling all over
the garden, even negotiating our deep stone steps from the lawn as | added
some wooden blocks to help make the steps shallower for them.
Last summer the camera captured still photographs and some video footage
of 2 hogs eating side by side, is it wishful thinking
that we may hear the pitter patter of tiny hog feet
sometime soon? Watch this space for the first
baby our garden has places behind shrubs where
there are piles of leaves in one place and piles of
twigs in another where hedgehogs and other wild-
life can stay secretly. Why don’t you try to add &
secret places to your garden?
Angela Purdy




WIN WINWIN  ALLTICKETS £12

CHARITY ARCTION AND RAFFLE STUCENTS & CWILOREN IS

LOTS OF PRIZES (Family of § £30)

/7= AW TICKETS

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL CAUSES

Luddesdown & District Rights of Way Group.

We are a small friendly group that usually walks from The Cock Inn, Henley
Street, Luddesdown, Gravesend DAI3 0XB, at | lam on Wednesdays. We
walk at a gentle pace for some 90 minutes in beautiful countryside. Occa-
sionally we lead weekend walks.

With four Socials a year in Luddesdown Village Hall and a twice yearly
Newsletter, we would be delighted if you joined us for a walk or two.
Becoming a member costs £7 per person a year.

Please contact Walks Co-ordinator Janet Ferguson, preferably by

email janetferguson@hotmail.fr . lan Sheridan, Acting Chairman,
07951 927 517
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INSPIRING WOMEN INSPIRING WOMEN

SOLE STREET WOMEN'’S INSTITUTE

We are now settled into our temporary accommodation in the
Railway Inn; with grateful thanks to Dave, the publican, who has
made us very welcome.

Following our A.G.M two members from Sole Street will be attend-
ing The National Conference to be held in the Royal Albert Hall.
This year’s resolution is “Free dentistry for all”.

Plans continue for our July 6th Duel event FUN- DAY (monies to-
wards the renovation works on the St Mary’s Church Room). For
details please see page 7.

The photo above shows a selection of tea lights we have been pro-
ducing, they are perfect for enhancing any outside event and will be
available to purchase throughout the 6th July events.

For enquires and tickets please contact Andrea for details
07880988637 or email andreamiddlebrook@btinternet.com




Advertisement

Complete W Law

Complete Family Law Ltd is a modern and
innovative law firm based in north Kent. We can
offer appointments at our offices, via remote
methods including Zoom or telephone, with home
visits also available.

With our friendly team of expert Solicitors
and Legal Executives,
Complete Family Law can assist with:

- Divorce
*Wills and Probate

*Financial Applications

* Children Issues and Applications
*Disputes between unmarried couples
*Family Law Act Applications (Injunctions)
- Disputes within the wider family
‘Lasting Powers of Attorney

0330 223 2016 (Brasted & Cobham)
0330 223 2018 (Otford)

info@completefamilylawltd.co.uk
www.completefamilylawltd.co.uk

I ) =
%" Family

Law Advanced
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THE TUESDAY POP-IN

Meetings are held at the Leather Bottle on the second
Tuesday of the month from 10.30 till 12 noon; all are
welcome to join us for a relaxed chat and coffee. =
Next pop-in Tuesday | Ith June. \i@ ﬁ

CONTACT: MARY PALMER - 01474 816788 @

SatNav DA123BZ Registered Charity No 228007
Saturday 8th June 2024 - 2:00-3.30pm
Cobham Gardeners’ Society

Summer Show
& Plant Sale

Gardening Tips *Adult & Junior Show Categories
Flowers, Vegetables, Preserves & Photographic
Tea, coffee & home made cake on sale

Free Entry. Extra car parking Cobham Cricket Club

’ f Sharing a love of gardening ... locally!
; | &

cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk




Oakwood Garden Care

Your reliable gardening service

Does your garden need some TLC? Would you like to sit back and enjoy
your garden without having to do all the hard work?

Your garden is precisely that, “yours” .

We listen to our customers and tailor each project to their individual
needs and requirements. We are a small, family run business who pride
ourselves on offering a high quality garden service - whether you need us
for a one-off job, or would like to book us for a regular maintenance
program? The choice is yours.

Competitive rates with prices starting from as little as £20 per hour.
All work undertaken including:
And much more - no job is considered too small

For a free quote, please call 07709 328 979

We are available week days, weekends and even Bank Holidays

Email: oakwoodgardencare@gmail.com www.oakwoodgardencare.co.uk
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Prestige Property Maintenance
Old fashioned standards of customer service and a
high quality craftsman finish to all work undertaken

¢ Repairs and renovations, internal and external

¢ Painting, decorating and tiling

¢ Shelving and cuphoards made to measure

¢ Furniture and fitted kitchen repairs and restorations
*  Gardening, fencing, paths and patios

No job too small - References available on request

Contact Kevin by telephone or email to arrange a visit to discuss your requirements

Telephone: 07765 405641 Email: prestigemaintenance@outlook.com

THE MEADOW ROOM
COBHAM
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Hire rates start at £36.50 for a session

Contact us or visit the website for full details
Discount for parish residents

For bookings, call
01474 815319
Or email bookings@meadowroom.org.uk
www.meadowroom.org.uk
Registered Charity No 228007
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Lewis Solomon g

1

Funeral Service S

The oldest independently owned and family run
funeral directors in Gravesend and surrounding towns

Especially for the first time, any time of the day or night vou can talk to us
We will attend to evervthing, we can provide for all of vour requirements
We have a private chapel of rest and can provide a fleet of Hearses and
Limousines to compliment a dignified occasion

19 DARNLEY ROAD, GRAVESEND, KENT, DA11 ORZ

24 howr personal service
parking available on site O 1 474 3 5 22 6 1

bespake funeral plans
Email: officefcilewissolomon.co.uk
www.lewissolomon.co.uk

®
GULLANDS

SOLICITORS

Agricultural and Farming Law Commercial Property
Farm Sales and Purchases Construction Law
Conveyancing Landlord and Tenant
Divorce and Family Dispute Resolution
Employment Law Company and Commercial Law
Wills, Estates and Tax Planning Health & Safety Prosecutions
Accident Claims Business Defence
’ Medical Negligence Licensing
Criminal Law Notarial Services

Road Traffic Offences  jnfo@gullands.com www.gullands.com

Whitehall Place | 47 The Terrace | Gravesend | Kent | DA12 2DL | 01474 887688
16 Mill Street | Maidstone | Kent | MEIS5 6XT | 01622 689700
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North Kent Embroiderers

" Hello Everyone,

We welcomed Roz Snowden an embroiderer
and published author, to our last meeting. Roz
was teaching us the skill of ‘stumpwork’ during
one of the new mini workshops we have intro-
duced to our programme. Those taking part
arrived in the morning and worked hard all day
to learn this intricate style of embroidery which
originated in England in the mid 1600s. We
were aiming to produce something like the blue
flower and beetle design that you can see here.

This required a lot of concentration but luckily Roz was a very patient
teacher! Everyone enjoyed the day which had proved popular, so much so
that Roz has agreed to come back to us for another session next year.
Those not taking part in the workshop arrived at the usual time of 2pm to
work on their own pieces.

This month’s postcard challenge was based on the theme ‘Flowers’. This
was a very apt subject for this time of year as the gardens and hedgerows
are full of blossom (partly due to the large amount of rain we have had).
You can see two examples here. This was our final postcard challenge as
some of our members are now starting on pieces to
form another column for our banner- this time on the
theme of the forthcoming Olympics.

For our upcoming meetings and
workshops please look at the web-
site (see below) or check out our
QR code. If you are looking for a
new hobby or would like to pick up an existing pas-
time there might be something that would interest
you.

If you would like to join our group or would just like

to find out a bit more about us then please pay us a visit -
look at our website

https://northkentembroiderers.co.uk/

or email us at: info@northkentembroiderers.co.uk

or contact our Chairman, Eileen on 01474 324734

Happy stitching, Karen All photos with permission
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CAPABLE

— CLEANERS —

Professional Domestic Cleaning
Services

Are you a busy mum?
Working long hours?
Just need extra help?
Give us a call for reliable
DBS checked staff and

fully insured service!
07545 455742
sophie@capablecleaners.co.uk

www.capablecleaners.co.uk

British O
Acupuncture
Council Member

LUDDESDOWN
VILLAGE HALL

The hire charges are as follows:
from £40 per session (please visit

our website for full details)
Concessions for
parishioners
and members of
LUDDESDOWN SOCIETY
For bookings and enquiries please
contact:
Colin Dickens 01474 814155 or

email lvhbooking@gmail.com
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Thursday Fellowship

Our meeting is on 27 June, at 2.00.p.m. in the St. John's Centre,
Meopham.

Our title is 'Mostly Music.'" We will have 2 or 3 people, sharing their partic-

ular gifts and talents on more than one instrument--- details still to be con-
firmed. Do come, it will be fun and as always

Tea and chat at the end, a short time of worship to begin.

HAPPY DAYS!

o
Join us
‘ \\‘——‘ 7~J\ P 4 Yy 4 ,’5
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Active Retirement Association Meopham & District

We meet at the Meopham Village hall, * the third Tuesday of every month
at 2pm. Join with others enjoying their spare time & retirement with
regular talks and walks together. Meals out, shows, coach trips and
holiday’s. Fun & games too! Live a fuller, healthy, active life together.

Other events like Keep Fit & Pétanque, Canasta & Scrabble.

Join us for just £2 a meeting, including tea & biscuits (or just £15 a year)
& say hello to happy days!

*We also meet at other local venues, days & nights! For some activities, Cards, Pub
lunches and more.
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BELL RINGING by Peter Hartley

For an annual Spring outing ringing friends from Kent, Sussex and Hamp-
shire gathered in the industrial heartland of the High Weald. However the
iron industry of before the Armada to after Waterloo then moved up to
the northern coalfields. So we were able to enjoy pretty villages in their
hursts or groves with their churches and bells.

Our first hurst was Goudhurst with its 16™ century ironmaster Culpeper
family memorials in the church. The tower was rebuilt after being struck
by lightning in 1637. We rang the 8 bells from the gallery with great views
down into the church and out down the street and all across the slopes of
the hill with long views of typical Kentish countryside.

Lamberhurst is famous for its snowdrop churchyard and the three-decker
pulpit and John Piper window. We rang their 6 bells.

Over the border into Sussex the 33 iron grave slabs in Wadhurst Church
floor bear witness to the importance of the iron industry. The 124 feet
church spire is covered in 5,400 cedar wood shingles and the bell ropes
are 75 feet long. The bells were augmented to 8 in 1955. We were privi-
leged to ring the bells for a 105 year old lady who loved the sound of the
bells. Her funeral was in the Roman Catholic Church but, as she had re-
quested, we rang as her coffin came across for burial in the churchyard of
the parish church. Now she will hear the bells for evermore.

In the gallery of Ticehurst Church we rang the 6 bells cast in 1771 and
rehung in 1950. Before leaving the fine mediaeval glass could be noted and
on the 1964 wooden lectern carved by Robert Thompson of Yorkshire
his signature mouse was spotted.

Back in Kent the church at Sandhurst stands outside the village command-
ing views across the Rother valley to Sussex. The gold and blue window of
St. Michael is a treasure for the glass dates from about 1450. The 6 bells
are an anticlockwise ring so it is essential to look left when commencing
to ring.

It had been a good day ringing through the hursts amidst the myriad of
new greens of the High Weald Spring countryside. The next day back ring-
ing for the fortnightly Sunday morning Service on our familiar Cobham
bells.
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ST MARY'S A’K’A

D-DAY FORTITUDE SOUTH,
KENT'S WARTIME DECEPTION

Based on his book, an evening with Sole Street
author, John Reymond, as he explains the deception
which convinced Hitler that the Allies main assault
was to be in the Pas de Calais and the Normandy
landings were a feint.

LFG fund-raising event towards St. Mary’s Church Room
At The Meadow Room, Cobham
On Friday, 7*" June 7.00 pm for 7.30
Tickets: £25.00
Including two-course dinner with wine
Optional Wartime Fancy Dress
Contact: Su Rowe 07557 990944
Payment to: Tin Tabernacle Community Fund

Account Number 83638219. Sort Code 20-25-43

Other Forthcoming fundraising events in aid of

St Mary’s Church Room renovations.
6th July 9.30am Morning guided walk from Sole Street to
Luddesdown and Cobham Churches then on to the Vicarage, Cobham for
fun, games, stalls and Ploughman’s lunch.
6th July 2pm Afternoon guided Frolic from Sole Street to Little Jeskyns /
Jeskyns Park to the Vicarage, Cobham for more fun, games, stalls and BBQ.
Family & Individual Tickets will be available. Food to be pre-booked 01474
813 445.
31st August Musical Afternoon Sole Street House. Hellzapopin to play
music from the 50s, 60s and 70s. Picnic items will be available to purchase.
For tickets contact Nichola 07960273913
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Cobham, Luddesdowne and Sole Street

Church Services during June

Sunday 2™ June

10:30am Holy Communion (BCP), Luddesdowne

Sunday 9 June

10:30am Holy Communion, Cobham

Sunday 16 June

10:30am Holy Communion, Luddesdowne
4pm All Age Service, Cobham

Sunday 23" June

10:30am  Holy Communion, Cobham

Sunday 30" June

10:30am Holy Communion, Luddesdowne

Midweek services

Please phone Ron on 01474 814250 for venue
9:30am Informal Morning Prayer

5% 12 19* and 26" June
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St John’s Meopham with St Mildred’s Nurstead
Church Services May 2024

Sunday 2" June 9.45am All Age Worship at St John’s
I 1.30am Holy Communion at St Mildred’s

Wednesday 5% June 10am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

Sunday 9 June 9.45am Holy Communion at St John’s
I 1.30am Mattins at St Mildred’s

Wednesday 12% June 10am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

Sunday 16" June 9.45am Morning Worship at St John’s Church
I'1.15 am Churches Prayer Meeting at
St John’s Centre

3pm Sunday Afternoon Club at St John’s Centre

Wednesday 19" June NO 10am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

Sunday 23" June 9.45am Holy Communion at St John’s

3.30pm Evening Prayer & Dedication of new
toilet at St Mildred’s

Wednesday 26" June  10am Holy Communion at St John’s Centre

Sunday 30" June 9.45am Morning Worship at St John’s Church

Nurstead Service time and format to be confirmed
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Funeral

Anthony Watkins WEBSTER (known as Tony) was born on the | "
March 1940 and died on the 27" March 2024 at the age of 84 years.
The service took place on the 22™ April 2024 at Thames View Crema-
torium. The service was conducted by Life Celebrant Peter Tongue.
Our condolences and prayers go to Tony’s wife Delia and son Charles.

CHIROPODIST

HOME VISITING SERVICE

FOOT CARE AND ADVICE

IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

HCPC registered chiropodist/podiatrist with over 20
years’ experience

Anna Mapp MSSCh MBChA
01474 812494 or 07977 465452

anna.mapp773@gmail.com
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/l '\)) HEDGE & FENCING

SPECIALIST

© ALL HEDGES AND SHRUBS TRIMMED, REDUCED AND REMOVED
& STUMP GRINDING SERVICE

© ALL STYLES OF FENCING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

© SLEEPERS AND DECKING SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

& ALL STYLES OF GATES SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED

TREE STUMP
MHL) REMOVAL
SERVICES

O FULLY INSURED
O REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER

© FREE ESTIMATES Q
CALL MATTHEW ON: OREMAIL #

07796 41 6607 mhlgurden.care@yuhoo.co.uk

OR 01732 822467
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A new level
of home care

GP led bespoke care

We get the basics right with the Right
People, the Right Care at the Right Time. Some of our « Companionship
services Include; Leisure activities
Our staff are trained to the highest standard : .
; 3 « Assistance with o IO D ok
to enable them to provide a wide range of personal care
tasks within the home, to ensure you feel « Live-in 24hr care

safe, comfortable and content. * Meal preparation o !
« Holistic Services

+ Shopping
We are dedicated to helping each individual . Trips to friends + Complimentary
maintain an active and independent and relatives GP Lifestyle
lifestyle by focusing on current abilities, < Admiristalion of Asst'essment.
Intenestandt nands. assistance with el
medication Prescribing

+ Overnight care
Carers
required
Get in touch
Gravesham & Dartford
50 The Grove, Gravesend, DA12 1DP
T: 01474 240909

T: 01322 537733
E: hello@vitalityhomehealth.co.uk

“Vitality Home Health Limited is in no
way affiliated with VitalityLife Limited or

Vitalify)

[ vitality Home Health [ @Vitality_Care

www.vitalityhomehealth.co.uk
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Higham Choral éroup

Summer Concert

includes Mozart’s

ORG &N SOLO MASS

plus our usual mix of classic and modern pieces

Sunday 16 June, 6.00pm
St. John’s Church, Hermitage Road,
Higham, ME3 7DB
Pay at the door - £8

includes light refreshments

For further information phone 01634 718285

or email kateiw@tiscali.co.uk

www._highamchoral.org.uk

IT Solutions Kent Ltd
IT Support -
CCTV - Networking

0333 050 2446

support@itsk.co.uk

COBHAM TREE
SURGERY

All aspects of work undertaken
Tall & Dangerous Trees
Hedge trimming
£5 million Public liability insurance
Most waste organically recycled

Call for a free quotation:
07789261474

Stuart@cobhamtreesurgery.co.uk

WWW.COBHAMTREESURGERY.CO.UK
KCC TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
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Meopham Library Writing Group meets on the first Thursday morning
of every month. The next meeting is on Thursday 6 June from 10am
until noon. Each month there is a different writing theme such as “The
Walking Stick” and a writing challenge, which involves writing a short sen-
tence to include seven or eight words chosen by writing group members.
Creative writing is a very enjoyable activity, which can also help people who
are facing difficult times or record special family memories. If you are inter-
ested in writing short stories, poetry or articles, you are invited to come
along to the meetings. Everyone is equally welcome to join our small,
friendly group, either as a beginner or a more experienced writer.

Please ring 01474 813379 for more information, or just join us at Meopham
Library on 6™ June. The following meetings will be on 4™ July, 1* August and
5% September.

I1** SOUTH STREET BOYS BRIGADE and GIRLS ASSOCIATION
COMPANY
Boys and girls aged 5-18 years old are invited to join the Company for team
games, art, craft, cooking, Bible stories and nature activities every Friday
evening during term time 6pm-7.30pm at South Street Baptist Church,
Wrotham Road, Meopham, DA 13 0QJ(next to Hope Hill).
The weekly subscription is £2. There are outdoor activities in the summer,
including camping at the Honey Hill Boys Brigade Campsite in Maidstone in
July and opportunities for kayaking, canoeing and stand-up paddle boarding
at the Water Activities Centre in Tonbridge, with a team of fully qualified
leaders.
Sunday morning services at South Street Baptist Church all begin at
10.45am and finish at about midday. The 97 Church Anniversary Service is
on 2" June and the next Family Service and BBGA Church Parade is on 30
June.
Song Time meets every Monday morning 9.45am-1 lam during term time
for families with babies and toddlers. There are lots of different toys, craft
activities, musical instruments, singing and refreshments. Family admission is
£1. The next Family Games Afternoon is on Saturday 5" June 2pm-4pm
for people of all ages. There will be table tennis, indoor archery, pool,
board games and refreshments. Admission is free.
For more information about the activities at South Street Baptist Church
please ring 01474 815039 or 01474 81379 or visit
www.southstreetbaptist.org.uk
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Cobham
Gardeners’

= A > 4 = Society

May Talk

The Society had another interesting and well attended talk by Caroline
Halfpenny in May, about water in the garden and its importance for wild-
life and our own mental wellbeing. Studies have proven the following -
When we are near water, our mind enters a semi-medative state, known as
'drifting' .Drifting is a special form of attention, where we are still engaged with
the world around us, but not focused on getting things done.

June - Summer arrives.

June 21 is the longest day of the year, and the extra light and warmth en-
courages the garden to put on an exuberant burst of growth. But this ex-
tra light and warmth also means weeds will sprout up from seemingly no-
where. Keep on top of them by hoeing regularly in dry conditions.
Here’s the RHS Top 10 Jobs for this month.

Hoe borders regularly to keep down weeds.

Be water-wise, especially in drought-affected areas.

Pinch out sideshoots on tomatoes.

Harvest lettuce, radish, other salads, and early potatoes

Position summer hanging baskets and containers outside

Mow lawns at least once a week

Plant out summer bedding

Stake tall or floppy plants

Prune many spring-flowering shrubs.

10 Shade greenhouses to keep them cool and prevent scorch

The Society’s activities being held at the Meadow Rooms, Cobham, for
June are:

Summer Show & Plant Sale

Saturday 8" June 2024 at 2:00pm to 3.30pm in the Meadow
Room, Cobham.

This is Gardeners’ Society second Show of the year. The show features
Adult & Junior Show Categories, Flowers, Vegetables, Preserves & Photo-
graphic entries. Tea, coffee & home-made cake is on sale. Free Entry for
Members & Non-Members. For more information

email cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk

You can buy Membership of Cobham Gardeners at any time. You can
apply for membership at the talks or via email cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk
It is only a modest £10 for the year — money you get back from free entry
into all Gardeners’ expert speaker talks and massive savings of up to 50%
on quality plants at local garden centres. For further details e-mail us at
cobhamgs@hotmail.co.uk or call 01474 363315.
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Consilio

Partnership

/V
Garden Design - gardens tailored {o ) your needs
Landscaping - fulllandscaping sefvice
Garden Maintenance - regular visits to one off tidy-ups

Consilio offer a comprehensive range of
garden services through our team of fully
quallfled & experienced profesﬁ’onals

O

4
Lé‘ﬁdscapmg Services include:
driveways-patios-fencing-decking-
water features-planting-turfing-etc.

Please contact us with your enquiry or ask a member of staff

01474 247 Q77
O3 11 381858

enq@consiliopartnership.com
www.consiliopartnership.com
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ST MARY’S

CHURCH ROOM

Supporting Cobham Church applications
for grants for the restoration of

St. Mary’s Church Room, Sole Street.

Strawberry Cream Tea

The Fairy Garden, 44 Sallows Shaw, Sole Street

Ticket Only.

Sunday 23rd June two sittings 2p.m. & 4p.m.
Limited to 30 per sitting.
Ticket price £7.50 each.

For Tickets phone Lindsey or Paul 01474 814582
Includes

Scone, Clotted Cream, Jam, Fresh Kent Strawberries & Tea.

Grand Raffle
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Absolute DIY Services ]()HN GREEN
All aspects of DIY covered, from DEC ()R LTD

hanging a blind to a complete

room makeover, painting / l
decorating, flooring, flat pack
assembly, no job too small, and

all at

N ALL ASPECTS OF PAINTING
competitive AND DECORATING
prices. INCLUDING WALLPAPER

HANGING, PAINT
EFFECTS AND SPRAYING
Darren Lawrence wicd) (MR LA ST

Sole Street, =
07841 51 8255 f 01474 812853

Stephen P Gay MEDWAY METALS LTD
Memorials Inc.

Horlocks Buyers of all scrap

metal & car batteries

QUICK PAYMENT

<

SPECIALISTS IN MONUMENTAL 01634 297423
MASONRY
120 Old Road West
G ravesend UNIT 6 SHAMEL PARK, MEDWAY CENTRE EST.

COMMISSIONERS ROAD, STROOD

Kent, DAIIl OLR
Tel: 01474 321003

ME2 4HQ

28



TWO WOMEN EVENTS

Present:

; Tﬁe very best
i of American music from some
of tts most tconc artists

St Mary Magdalene Church Cobham KENT
7pm for 7:30 start
Cash Bar, Free Public Car Park Nearby

Tickets £19.50 online on www.twowomenevents.com

Or come to Cobham Community Stores (cash or cheque only)
Contact: info@twowomenevents.com
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All Seasons garden Maintenance

Local and reliable service
Grass and Hedge cutting, Border Maintenance, Pruning
Pressure washing,
Full public liability insurance
References available from existing customers
Contact John - Home: 01322 423063 (Based in Gravesend)

Mobile: 07951 429175 Email: boaz26@live.co.uk

APEX PEST CONTROL
Mole catching, Wasp nests, Rodents

24/7 service

Cobham
arquees

AtTENTively Yours...

Here to provide you with a fully personalised service

Catering for garden parties, corporate and sporting events
High specification - best quality equipment used

Site survey and no obligation quotation

Freephone 0800 389 8298
Office 01474 815150 Mobile 07766 681151
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- Robin

%: Hunter

Tree Surgery
Garden Design
Fencing & Gares

Tel: 07775 971380
Email: robinhunt1@ hotmail.co.uk

ce

™V ddmg hair available ort%est

i Hair extension by appoin (Tuesday only)

B/Late Evenings (Monday & Thqfsaays
£5OFF PERMS & COLOURING

o WITHTHIS ADVERT s
= =

p o

HAIR STYU"S"TS
Station Approach, Meopham, Kent -




LUDDESDOWN PARISH COUNCIL

We are aware of the notification of the closure in Gold Street for
one month from 20 May to allow UK Power networks to carry
out work. There will inevitably be a negative impact on our rural
roads. Please consult Luddesdown PC website for infor-

mation on any updates.

Following our meeting in May the schedule of PC meetings for
the next year are posted on the Luddesdown PC website. Please,
if you can, take time out to come to our meetings.

The Cobham Youth Club
The sessions up to and including July 2024 will be:
Friday 21st June
Friday 5th July
Friday 19th July

The youth club starts at 7.30pm and finishes at 9.30pm. £2 per session
and the venue is the Meadow Rooms, The Street, Cobham.

Cobham Parish Council Meeting dates
7.30pm 4th June at the Meadow Rooms

7.30pm on 2nd July at the Meadow Rooms

7.30pm on 3rd September at the Meadow Rooms

7.30pm on Ist October at the Meadow Rooms
7.30pm on 5th November at the Meadow Rooms

7.30pm on 3rd December at the Meadow Rooms




Can you find your way through the
Maze?

\

Did you know that 200 years
ago, on 16™ June 1824, a Lon-
don vicar, Arthur Broome,
and 22 of his friends, including
William Wilberforce (anti-
slavery campaigner) met at
OlId Slaughters Coffee House
to found the SPCA - the first
national animal protection
society in the world. Then by
1840 Queen Victoria gave
permission for it to be called
the Royal Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals; our wonderful RSPCA,
who helped me when |
needed a home.

Me and my family will always
be grateful to them.

Paddy




Need a Plumber?

Your local plumber is

Graham Hickson

Reliable, prompt and reasonable prices

20% discount on labour with this magazine

Graham Hickson

07968 551 562 g.hickson@btinternet.com

VAT Sole Free Trader

Based I Cobham
covering all kent

~ Buitioh Witl Witews

07942999010
hiipe//www btishwillwriters.com

ADVERTISING RATES IN THE MAGAZINE
Page Size | Year 6 months | month Dimensions (mm)

Wills & Trusts
Powers o1 Attomey

Totally Confidential

Friendly and Professional
Free Consultafion

Vs page  £60 £36 £13 W65 H:90
Vapage  £105  £56 £18 W:135 H:90
Fullpage £195  £100 £34 W:135 H: 185

Con act JI n g#lvc%aéeg on 01732 823936

tinternet.com
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Erasmus, patron saint of sailors

Do you like messing about in boats? If so, then you’ll have heard of St
EImo’s Fire. It is the light that is sometimes seen on mastheads of boats
after storms at sea. St Elmo is another name for St Erasmus, a fourth cen-
tury Syrian bishop who was not afraid of violent storms. Legend has it that
one day when Erasmus was preaching outside, a thunderbolt hit the
ground right beside him. That might have distracted modern bishops, but
not Erasmus — he just kept on preaching. His courage won him the re-
spect of sailors, who made him their patron saint. Erasmus finally died
during the Diocletian persecutions in 300AD, and his feast day is 2™ June.

Boats Elmo Fire Light Masthead Storm Sea Fourth Century
Bishop Legend Preaching Thunder Ground Respect Courage

Sailors Saints Died persecution
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Cobham Choir

Tom Bettley choir director Laura West soprano

Pop Goes

Choral

Pop hlts,.from the 1960s to the present
/ day, masterfully arranged-for choir

9

Concert in aid of The Paul Church Treatment Fund

36




